'HE WAS GOING TO KILL ME’

She Escaped a Serial Killer—=and Helped Bring Him to Justice
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Kate's Back!

Inside Her New Chapter:
She Is the Future’

S

As he bids farewell
- | to the late-night show,

the beloved host opens
up about its shocking
cancellation and what’s next
as he embraces being
an empty nester with his
wife of 32 years
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chatter

‘I'llnever spend
more than
$20 onaman,
but I will spend
$1,000 on
a background

check’

o, LV =
I

-EJAE,
on her busy year,
to People

‘1keep
humming
OliviaDean’s
“Man I Need”
around the
house. Thatis
the earworm

for me this

year and
the next’

on Late Night With
Seth Meyers

to People

(43S I ':- ------

_DANIEL DAE
KIM .
to People

‘I think
“Welcome
tothe O.C.,

-SHAY
MITCHELL,

~ on her costume

\
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: \ aywatch

gO ng tO | reboot,
to People

be onmy
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epitaph’ -

on his famous
line from

The O.C,,
to People
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REALSIMPLE ||

COLLECTION

Solutions designed for everyday living,
exclusively At Home.
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Beloved host Stephen
Colbert gets candid
about the end of The Late

Show and what’s next.
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Cody Johnson,
who won male
artist of the year
earlier in the
night, dedicated
his first
entertainer of
the year victory
to his “buddy”
and fellow
nominee

Luke Combs.
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Ella Langley won so much hardware
at the ceremony, she couldn’t
carry all five trophies, which
included female artist of the year
and artist-songwriter of the year.

Miranda u
W Lambert

brought the B

house down
with her song
“Crisco.”
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Blake Shelton paid

tribute to the late
songwriter Don

Schlitz by singing
“The Gambler,”
the 1978 Kenny

Rogers hit written
by Schlitz. ; c##
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= debut with “Dry
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StarTracks
PUMPING THE BREAKS

Kiefer Sutherland hit the stage

during his Love Will Bring You
Home tour in Londonon
May 12, days before he canceled
his U.S. concerts “due to very
low ticket sales,” he explained
in a statement on Instagram.
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CAN YOU FEEL THE LOVE TONIGHT?

Elizabeth Hurley and her son Damian (left), 24, enjoyed a
performance by family friend (and one of Damian’s godfathers)

Elton John (center), who was accompanied by his husband,
David Furnish, at the Breast Cancer Research Foundation Hot

Pink Party in N.Y.C. on May 12.
74
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LOTS T0

CELEBRATE BRINGING ON

Shakira spoke about TH E B |_ I N G
co-headlining the Tavlor Swift
upcoming FIFA World 2ol R

suite of jewelry
previously owned
by Elizabeth Taylor
for adate with
fiancé Travis Kelce /|
ataprivate partyat [

Cup Final at a Global
Citizen panel in N.Y.C.
on May 14. Four days
later the singer,
who hadahomein
Barcelona, was

acquitted of tax fraud Y Fllnn?y’s cocll((ltall 7 e gg
by the Spanish High H arsh Brookiyn Suuy S Lo EE
Court and awarded - on May 16. s SR EE ,
the return of ~ R A [
$70 million in fines. ) | %%
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After five years together,
country star Lainey Wilson
and former NFL quarterback

Devlin “Duck” Hodges tied

the knotin a ceremony by a
waterfall at the Ruskinin
Dickson, Tenn.,on May 10.
“First time wearing adress, and
| caught the perfect breeze
to show it off!” the singer told
Vogue of her Oscar dela Renta
gown. A week later the couple
made their red carpet debut as
husband and wife at the

Academy of Country Music
Awards on May 17 (inset).

EAUTIFUL §
BRIDES!

Ava Sambora (left) married her longtime partner Tyler Farrar at
i the Rosewood Miramar in Montecito, Calif., on May 16. Mother
% ofthebride Heather Locklear (above, center left) reunited with
St S A ex-husband Richie Sambora (right) to walk their daughter down

Ay o the aisle before taking a seat next to boyfriend Lorenzo Lamas.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: CORBIN GURKIN (2); DAVID BECKER/GETTY IMAGES; BACKGRID(2)

People June1,2026 7



FAMOUS '

DAUGHTERS

Jamie Lee Curtis (left)
and Mariska
Hargitay—whose
respective moms,
Janet Leigh and Jayne
Mansfield, appeared
togetherinthe 1955
film Pete Kelly’s
Blues—were back-to-
back stars at the

NBCUniversal Upfront

on May11in N.Y.C.

8 June1,2026 People

SCREAM QUEENS

American Horror Story actresses (from left) Angela Bassett, Emma Roberts,

Billie Lourd and Gabourey Sidibe announced their roles in season 13 of the Ryan
Murphy franchise at the 2026 Disney Upfrontin N.Y.C.on May 12.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: ART STREIBER/NBC UNIVERSAL; DIMITRIOS
KAMBOURIS/GETTY IMAGES; THESTEWARTOFNY/WIREIMAGE

ONSCREEN FLING

Jennifer Lopez and Brett Goldstein
got up close and personal at the 2026
Netflix Upfront on May 13in N.Y.C,,
where Lopez told People that they
had “great chemistry to
begin with” while filming
the upcoming rom-com
Office Romance.
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MAKING HIS
MARK

Britney Spears’s
son Jayden, 19,
made a rare public
appearance at the
Dior Cruise show
in L.A.on May 13.
“Truly grateful to
witness such an
inspiring show,”
the teenager wrote
on Instagram.

BEHAVIOR

Tom Brady made
his catwalk debut In
head-to-toe leather

as he walked the

Gucci Cruise show

Reese
Witherspoon
celebrated her
“wonderful
son” Deacon’s
graduation

from NYU
Tisch School
of the Artson
May 15. The
22-year-old’s
dad, Ryan
Phillippe
(inset), also
attended.

™

—

Kate Hudson and Chris Robinson’s son Ryder, 22, also
graduated from NYU on May 15. The actress and the Black
Crowes singer were photographed with their son outside
Radio City Music Hall, where the ceremony was held.

in N.Y.C.s Times Christy Turlington Burns and
Square on May 16. } Edward Burns’s daughter Grace, 22, was
| | among the NYU Gallatin School of
Individualized Study grads dressed in
__ purple at the May 13 ceremony.
-1

(SPEARS) FROM LEFT: JON KOPALOFF/FILMMAGIC; STEFANIE KEENAN/GETTY IMAGES; (BRADY)
ANGELA WEISS5/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; (PHILLIPPE & WITHERSPOON) BROSNYC/BACKGRID




StarTracks

Meadow Walker (left) joined her late father
Paul Walker’s former costars (from left)
Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel and Michelle

Rodriguez for a 25th-anniversary screening of
The Fast and the Furious on May 13.
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2 was living
on the
fringe ata
screening
of the
French film
Garance on

May 17.

“Every element of
this look had me
feelingdeeply
grounded in my
power,” Aja Naomi
King wrote on social
media of the pink
gown she wore to

the May 14 premiere
of Fatherland.

10 June1,2026 People

John Travolta and
his daughter Ella,
26, made arare
appearance together
after the actor piloted
them to Cannes on his
own plane for the
May 15 premiere of
his directorial
debut, Propeller
One-Way Night

Coach, starring Ella.y

-

Joan Collins, who will
celebrate her 93rd birthday on
May 23, and Percy Gibson, her ‘
husband of 24 years, made an
appearance at the premiere of

The Electric Kiss on May 12.
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StyleTracks

0% DEMI MOORE'S CANNES-STYLE STREAK

The star 1s turning the French Riviera into her personal
fashion runway with a string of dazzling ensembles

May 15
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RULING THE RIVIERA

As a 2026 Cannes Film Festival

jury member, Demi Moore shut
down onered carpet after
another in more than a dozen
looks that encapsulated her
timeless style. Moore teamed p
with stylist Brad Goreski on her
commanding wardrobe, which
ranged from sculptural gowns
to shimmering Chopard jewels.
“As always you brought the
vision to life!” Goreski shared in
an Instagram post praising her
fashion sense.
in Matieres
Fécales Haute
Couture
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. Breakup Challenges

y Just five months after welcoming
their daughter Scottie Rose in

December and becoming first-time
parents, Pete Davidson and Elsie
Hewitt have parted ways. The two were
first linked in March 2025 and
announced her pregnancy last July.
“They had relationship challenges for a
while, which was very stresstul for
Elsie], and she feels the full mental
oad of motherhood right now,” an
insider close to the actress and model,
30, says of how she’s navigating life as
a single parent. “She loves being a

mom, and her daughter is the cutest,
but most moms understand that
motherhood is emotionally and physi-
cally exhausting, especially when you
carry most of the day-to-day respon-
sibilities on your own.” Meanwhile, a
source close to the comedian, 32, who
told People that “dad life is f---ing
awesome” in March, says he “has
made himself extremely available and
has provided tfull financial support.
Pete is actually covering all Scottie’s
costs and more.”

In a TikTok video shared on May 16,

TOP: SLAVEN VLASIC/GETTY IMAGES

ALL THE HOLLYWOOD NEWS YOU

NEED TO KNOW June 1, 2026

Hewitt and
Davidson
(in May 2025)
consider their
baby girl “their
top priority,”’
says a source.

 Pete Davidson & Elsie Hewitt Split as She
~ Claims She’s Parenting ‘'on My Own

Hewitt an¢

Davidson wf h
Scottie Rosein

%.
!

a Jan. 11 photo *

postedto
Instagram.

\




L
o
)
F—
O
a
S
o
L
-
L
Q
T
L
o
I_
il
o
% B
@
e
# i
O
o
a
O
l—
=
o
o
-
Lu
v
<
S
L)
=
v

0
(a4
2
U
<
=
o
L
f—
f—
O
F—
@)
=L
Ty
L;";
G
<
=
-
I_
I_
L
2
e
L
"
s
=
-
-
<

source says 4
Hewitt
(inaMay16
TikTok) is
‘“‘grateful for
her daughter.”

Hewitt opened up about the challenges
of being a single mom while clapping
back at criticism of her casual appear-
ance in recent paparazzi photographs
taken of her on a stroll with her daugh-
ter. “That’s not what I'm thinking about
right now, because | have a baby to
take care of, and | also have to work
and make money, and I'm doing it on
my own, which is hard,” Hewitt said.
That same day, she shared a post on
her Instagram Stories about looking for
help. “I'm currently trying to find an
assistant/mother’s helper/nanny type/
basically [a] right hand person,” she

SHE NEVER EXPECTED
10O BE A SINGLE MOM~

—A SOURCE

wrote over a photo of herself. “Apply
here it qualitied & serious. Only looking
(@ responses with resumes,” Hewitt
continued, adding that the position
would “of course” be paid.

“She never expected to be a single
mom,” the Hewitt source says. “She’s
grateful for her daughter and com-
pletely focused on being the best mom
she can be, but emotionally, this has
been a much harder transition than she
anticipated.” As for Davidson, the
source close to him says, “He is hoping
Elsie has good health and success tor
the sake of their daughter.”

—REPORTING BY PERNILLA CEDENHEIM

AND ELIZABETH MERYL ROSNER

A sourcesays
Foxx (in 2025)
is ““genuinely
very happy
about becoming
adad again.”

Are Expectmg
a Baby V. L.

y Jamie Foxxand Alyce
Huckstepp are entering a
new phase of their nearly three-
year relationship: The couple
are expecting their first child
together. The Oscar-winning
actor, 58, is already a proud gir|
dad to daughters Corinne, 32, Foxx and
and Anelise, 17, whom he Huckstepp

: : inL.A.
shares with exes Connie VIR
Kline and Kristin Grannis, 2025.
respectively. This will be the
first child for Huckstepp, 27.

The two began dating in August 2023, four months after he
suffered a life-threatening stroke. Multiple sources told People the pair
splitby January 2025, during a busy time for Foxx (he released a Netflix
comedy event and the film Back in Action weeks apart), though the two
were seen together in the months that followed. “When Alyce first
came into his lite, Jamie was still recovering from the stroke,” a source
says of the brief breakup. “He thought she was special, but it was also
a difficult time for him personally. He was trying to get his lite and
his career back...while also figuring out how to balance a serious
relationship again.” The source adds that Foxx has been in a “much
better place” since finding his way back to Huckstepp, noting: “He feels
more like himself again now. He’s genuinely very happy about becoming

adadagain.” —L1ZZIE HYMAN WITH PERNILLA CEDENHEIM

People June1,2026 13
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Winter and
Gould, who played
Luke Dunphy

oh Modern Family,
in 2024,

Jason Biggs & Jenny Mollen
Split After 18 Years of Marrlage

y Jason Biggsand Jenny Mollen are going
their separate ways after nearly two

decades of marriage. The two met on the
set of the movie My Best Friend’s Girl in
2007, were engaged by the following
January and eloped in a private
ceremony in April 2008. A rep for Biggs
and Mollen contfirmed the split to
People and said that the American Pie
actor, 48, and the actress turned New
York Times bestselling author, 47, are
now focusing on coparenting their two
sons: Sid, 12, and Lazlo, 8.

A source close to the family says they
spent Biggs’s 48th birthday together on
May 12 and that the soon-to-be exes “are
doing great” following the separation,
adding, “They are very much connected.
| have no doubt that they will remain on
excellent terms.”

—TOMMY McARDLE WITH ERIC ANDERSSON

Biggs and
Mollen
(in2024 in
N.Y.C.) wed
in2008.

14 June1,2026 People

ou Gets a Modern
X» Family Roommate
After Breakup

Best Fr|end Goals
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Ariel Winter and actor

Luke Benward have
called it quits, but the
Modern Family alum says
they remain close. “Just
because sometimes people
aren’t meant to be doesn’t
mean you don’t still
appreciate the time spent
and retain the friendship you
shared,” the actress, 28, who
voices the main character on
Disney+’s Sofia the First:
Royal Magic, says. “Still a big
Luke fan over here!”

Winter says she’s been
spending more timein L.A.
after their August split, and
has been renting a place

4

CINCINNATI GETS A REAL
WKRP RADIO STATION

WKRP is back! Forty-four years
after the end of the CBS sitcom
WKRP in Cincinnati, which ran from
1978t0 1982, the city is getting a
station with the show’s call letters.

Richard Sanders, 85, who played
anchorman Les Nessman on the
show, told the AP of the news, “We

can all hope that WKRP will return
to the airwaves with more music and

Les Nessman.”

Benward
and Winter
(in2020) still
co-parent four
rescue dogs.

there with her former
Modern Family costar Nolan
Gould, 27. “l see him every
day. We watch Temptation
Island together,” she says.
“It’s kind of like our own little
| Modern Family | reboot.”

And who knows? Maybe
Benward, 31, will be a future
guest star. “They are still
best friends and still share
the pups,” a source says.
“They just realized that
after six years, they were
better oft as friends.”

—GILLIAN TELLING

Better Late
Than Never!

SIOVII ALLID/IAIHDYY OLOHd S92 ‘STDOVIWI ALLID/DVAON TIVHIIW ‘STOVIWI ALLID/ATTIIS
V1T 'STOVINI ALLID/NVTINWI W ADIMLYA/AYNOEYD NIVATAS 1437 WOLLOE WOYU4 ISIMAD0T1D

—KIRSTEN ACUNA



His

Journey

It’s been six months

since Robert Irwin, 22,
won the 34th season of
Dancing With the Stars, and
he had such a blast that he
can’t wait to return to the
franchise to host DWTS: The
Next Proin July. Irwin also
stars in a new Columbia
Sportswear campaign.
You’re hostinga DWTS
spinoff this summer.
Couldn’t stay away, huh?
[t was the mostincredible

>

N
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&

y

Irwin (with sister )
Bindiin 2023) has a

teamofmorethan

400 at the family’s
Australia Zoo.

COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: EVERETT; KAT NIJMEDDIN/DISNEY/GETTY IMAGES; COLUMBIA; PAUL ARCHULETA/

Opens Up About |
DWTS Changing
Life & Sister
1i's Health

Irwin (in 2025; inset,
in his Columbia
Sportswear campaign)

says this year is about
“reconnecting’ with
wildlife conservation.

TMTRYINGTOPICK PROJECTS THAT FILL
ME WITH THAT REALSENSE OF JOY”

dancers and the best crew
’'ve ever worked with. | want
to keep working with people
who share that passion.
Your sister Bindiwon
DWTS in 2015. [t must
run in the family!

Yeah, those dancing genes
came from somewhere, but
they definitely didn’t come
from my dad [the late
“Crocodile Hunter” Steve
[rwin]! So it must have been
my mom, lerri.

Speaking of your dad,
you just hosted the
annual Steve Irwin Gala
to raise money for
conservation efforts.

It was the most successful

GETTY IMAGES; RON GALELLA/GETTY IMAGES; EVERETT; KMAZUR/WIREIMAGE; (STATUETTE) ©A.M.P.A.S5.%

one we've had, which shows
how much his legacy and
message is still felt. He was
such a unifying, positive
figure. We need more of
that right now.

We heard Bindi had to
miss it for health reasons.
Yes, but she also had to hold
down the fort at the zoo!
She took all her challenges
from endometriosis and
created awareness out of it
'with her advocacy work].
want to follow her lead

and amplity her message
becauseit’s also important
for men to have an
understanding of this
disease. —G.T.

Scoop

By the
Numbers

GHER
TURNS 60!

The music and screen

icon celebrates her
birthday on May 20

She won best actress for
Moonstruckin 1988.

11 million ®#

Copies sold of Cher’s

bestselling album,

1998’s Believe.

ii”nn &
How much her Living

Proof: The Farewell Tour
made from 2002-05.
At the time, it was the

highest-grossing tour by
a female artist.

7 B
$482 million
The box office total for
her highest-grossing
film, 2018’s Mamma Mia!
Here We Go Again.

9 Days

How long she was
married to second

husband Gregg Allman /’
in1975 |

#

before
filing for
divorce.
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h-________

Bella and Eddie
Murphy on
April 13 at the
L.A. premiere
of Roommates.

_ Glfford (ln
/‘ugust 2025)
% says she and her

/ husband were
/":_ “immediately

| MUY DAD /
| HAD A VERY BIG
IMPACT ON ME’

Lee Gifford
Lists Her
Connecticut
Home for

$100 Million

Kathie Lee Gifford is

oft-loading her water-
front Connecticut mansion,
Cedar Cliff, seven years after
moving to Nashville. The

Eddie, Insplred Her
Actmg Career & the Adwce
He's GivenHer ™

>

f
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y Afterappearing alongside her | would always ask my dad, “Can former Today show cohost,
dad, Eddie Murphy, in 2027’s | please be an extra?” He'd always say 72, has listed the 2.91-acre

Coming 2 America, Bella Murphy has no. We had a rule that we couldn’t act Greenwich property, which
a new leading movie role in Netflix’s or work in the industry until we’re 18. she shared with her late hus-
Roommates (now streaming). “I've He really wanted me to have a normal band, Frank Gifford, until his
learned to trust myself more,” Bella, 24,  childhood. I'm very appreciative of that. deathin 2015 at age 84, for
who is also the daughter of model Has your dad given you any tips? $100 million. “It’s time,”
Nicole Mitchell, says of her secret to Doing less is more and to take my time Gifford tells People of why
boosting her confidence as she more with things, like letting she’s selling their home now.

Murphy

breaks out on her own. moments organically happen. “I was spending more and

) (second from L _ _
When did you know you left, with Jaya | Those| have been really more time in Nashville, and it
wanted to be an actor? Harper, Sadie helptul. —-REBECCA AIZIN was the new beginning that |

Sandler and

Chloe East)
says being in the

needed.” The couple pur-
chased the eight-bedroom,

My dad had a very bigimpact

onme as a kid. Being able to

visit him on sets, | was always ~ Adam Sandler- nine-bath house with views
super interested in how produced | of the Manhattan skyline for
films were made. | was like, RG::%T;::: ~ $7.8 millionin 1994. “Over
“It’s the coolest job ever.” rpre e the years [ my family was]
Did you want to act with constantly besieged with
your dad as akid? inquiries,” Gitford says. “We

weren't ready then. We have
great peace now.” —K.A.

| would say around 9 years old | was
like, “I definitely want to do this.”

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: AXELLE/BAUER-GRIFFIN/
FILMMAGIC; JASON KEMPIN/GETTY IMAGES; JAMES
GAGLIARDI/MODERN MEDIA; SCOTT YAMANO/NETFLIX
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Murder Convictions 4 AR

(in courtin 2023)
Are Overturned R i
again for double Dvlan
y Inastunninglegal murder. Speed

-' and
s ¢ Barbara

. . Palvin.
o i

Babies

Dylan Sprouse, 33, and his
wife, model Barbara Palvin, 32,
are expecting their first child.

* CNN’s Abby Phillip, 37, is
pregnant with her second

child with husband Marcus
Richardson, 43. ¢ Call Her

reversal, embattled
ex-lawyer Alex Murdaugh
is getting a new trial after
winning an appeal of his
2023 double murder
convictions. The South
Carolina Supreme Court
ruled 5-0 on May 13 to
overturn the convictions
because of jury tampering

_ Daddy podcast host Alex
and ordered a new trial. In Cooper, 31, announced on May
their opinion the justices wrote, “Every personis entitled to a fair trial, which 17 that she and husband Matt
includes an impartial jury untainted by external forces.” Given that former Kaplan, 42, are expecting their
. . first child. ¢ Josh Duhamel, 53,

Colleton County Clerk of Court Rebecca Hill allegedly spoke to jurors announced on May 16 that
about Murdaugh, the justices wrote that they had “no choice” but to grant he and wife Audra Mari, 32,
Murdaugh a new trial “due to Hill’s improper external influences on the jury.” welcomed daughter Roccade

In 2023 Murdaugh, 58, was sentenced to two consecutive lite sentences for the It':‘:;-gteetﬁ:zezatﬁﬁ:re"ts
2021 murders of his wite, Maggie, 52, and their son Paul, 22, at the family’s Island- Mt Siares’sc:n Axl, 12,
ton hunting estate. With prosecutors back “at square one,” Attorney General with his ex-wife, pop star Fergie.

Alan Wilson said, “all our legal options are on the table, including the death pen-

_ 7 _ _ Deaths
alty.” Regardless of the outcome, Murdaugh will remain in prison serving con-

Jason Collins,

- e e — current 27-year and 40-year 47 the first

: :,..E - H, "-“:“ﬂ "E;-'-!. .. :'_:__%:1___ ;_- .1 * . b

| e - sentences for financial openly gay NBA
TR . offenses. He filed a lawsuit player, died of

- €. brain cancer, his

on May 17 against Hill—who

=== - ¢ family announ- :
== ' previously pleaded quilty to ced on May 12. g
=5 obstructing justice and '(':?OU| |999é1d 00 wh
3 Ly - arence Carter, 90, whose
3 cc:-mmlttlng perJ.u Y and hits included 1970’s “Patches,”
°  Fromleft: misconduct durlng Mur- died on May 13 in Atlanta. ®
S Buster, daugh’s first trial and was Former LAPD detective Mark
Paul, Alex and g sentenced to three years Fuhrman, 74, who was discred-

SR BT ited during the O.J. Simpson
of pmbatlon claimi b murder trial over his past use of

his civil rights were violated. racistlanguage, died on May 12.
—K.C. BAKER

| Maggie
\N Murdaugh §
Xh‘ in 2015. A

RUSSELL ANDREWS' FIANCEE SAYS, ‘I STILL WANT
T0 BE YOUR WIFE" AFTER HE REVEALS ALS DIAGNOSIS

Russell Andrews, known for his roles in 2015’s Straight Outta Compton and on Better
Call Saul, has revealed he is living with ALS. “l was diagnosed in the late fall of last
year,” Andrews, 64, said of the neurodegenerative disease in a May 16 CNN interview
alongside his fiancée, actress Erica Tazel, 49. The actor recalled that early symptoms
included “twitches” and dropping cups at night. “It was an answer to a lot of
questions that we had,” Tazel said of his diagnosis. “l looked at him across the room,
and | said, ‘At least now we know what it is, and | still want to be your wife.”” —K.A.

Tazel (above, on May 16
supported Andrews
(right) as he revealed
his diagnosis.

People June1,2026 17
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Andrews
(in white)
calls the
experience
“onceina
lifetime,”

Teens Hitch

Topeka, Kans.
When Breckan Andrews saw
the Oscar Mayer Wienermobile
in his town the day before he
was set to attend prom, one
question came to mind. Twenty-
four hours later the hot-dog-
shaped vehicle was outside his
house, ready to transport the
17-year-old junior and four of
nis friends to their big dance
on April 18. Meatloaf Maggie
(bottom right), who drives
the Wienermobile around the
country as one of the brand’s
“Hotdoggers,” even provided
corsages and boutonnieres
made of mini hotdogs. [ It’s]
an awesome memory for the
tfuture to tell my kids,” junior
Kaitlynn Frye, 17, says.
—MEREDITH WILSHERE

WE LOVE YOUR DOG!

Share your favorite furry friend with
us for a chance to win a People ¥ Pets:
Dog of the Week competition.

Have a story that makes you smile?
Send suggestions to storiestomakeyousmile@people.com
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THE BUZZ ON WHAT TO WATCH,

The Mandalorian and Groqu

READ & LISTEN

O THIS WEEK!

-

Top |
PLCh )
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Little green quy, big screen: A feature-length adventure builds off three seasons of the Disney+ hit

MOVIE In the seven years since a.Star Wars movie was last in
theaters, Disney+ has tested whether George Lucas’s galaxy
far, far away worked on the small screen. The experiment
led to a political drama (Andor), interstitial retcons (Obi-
Wan Kenobi) and Pedro Pascal’s swashbuckling bounty
hunter and “Baby Yoda” on Jon Favreau’s The Mandalorian
(launched in 2019). But where does The Mandalorian and
Grogu fall on the scale between bonus episode of The Man-
dalorian and cinematic event?

With impressive action sequences and a thrilling score,

Sigourney

caver,
Sci-Fi
Queen
The Mandalorian
The actress has been and Grogu (2026)
tapped to star in J The actress joins the
many of the genre’s Star Wars franchise
biggest films as Colonel Ward.

Avatar (2009)
Weaver plays Dr. Grace
Augustine and, inthe

two recent films, Na’vi
teen Kiri. (Disney+)

the continuation has a scope worth catching on the big
screen, centering on the title duo’s heartwarming father-son
bond. Rotta the Hutt, a sluglike character voiced by Jeremy
Allen White and replete with bizarrely chiseled abs, is the
onlynod to the Skywalker saga—and not the film’s weirdest
creature. Despite its CGI monsters, the movie often feels
toothless, sticking to its adventure-of-the-week roots. Can
its heroes ever really be in danger when each installment
leaves them right where they started?

—JACK SMART (PG-13, in theaters May 22)

Alien (1979)
Weaver’s first lead
role in a movie became
one of her most

iconic. (HBO Max)

Galaxy Quest (1999)
Weaver plays Gwen,
the star of a sci-fi
series who meets real
aliens. (Paramount+)

WTIASYINT/NISNTNILSAM ‘AWYTY AD0L1SYILLNHS
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Maslany
t 7 !‘ attacks her .
4 & performance. People Pop Playlist
The songs we’re loving right now
1. Kacey Musgraves, 2. Ella Mai, “100”

“Loneliest Girl” Mai’s vulnerability in relation-

Musgraves is choosing ships takes center stage on
peace as she celebrates her this bass-heavy R&B anthem

singlehood on the breezy about loving unconditionally—
country bop featuring a and proving it’s not always
banjo and pedal steel quitar. about balance.
3. Stella Lefty, 4. Kehlani and Usher,
“I Know | Know” “Shoulda Never”

On the deeply relatable foot- The singers trade verses—

tapping track, Lefty sings about and perspectives—on the
Maximum Pleasure Guaranteed the struggle of being drawn sexy R&B duet about regret

B Croher: Black's Tatiana Masiany laads b.?ck in by an ex: “One gla-ss of and wasting time after
' pre fes Latlalld AMasially 1ee wine, and you’re on my mind.” a post-breakup hookup.
this chaotic dark Comedy about a divorcee —DANIELA AVILA

who pays for regular chats with a cam boy and
witnesses him being attacked. As she tries
to determine if the whole thing is a scam, she’s
juggling deadlines at work and fighting her
ex-husband (Jake Johnson) for custody of
their young daughter. It’s erratic and messy
and delightfully unpredictable. ~-BREANNE
L. HELDMAN (Wednesdays on Apple T'V)

Bill & Giuliana: The Podcast

PODCAST “This isn’t marriage counseling
right now,” Bill Rancic quips midway through
the first episode of his and wite Giuliana’s
new podcast. But as they debate where
to stay during visits with family alongside
guest Sebastian Maniscalco, it’s clear
some installments may come off that way:.
And the realness is refreshing. Going
forward, the pair promise to explore “the
questions you're afraid to ask out loud.”
—B.L.H. (New episodes on Tuesdays)

COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP: APPLE TV; WEISS EUBANKS/NBCUNIVERSAL/GETTY IMAGES; SHUTTERSTOCK; KEVIN MAZUR/GETTY IMAGES; BRIANNA BRYSON/

WIREIMAGE; TIM MOSENFELDER/WIREIMAGE; MICHAEL BUCKNER/GETTY IMAGES; PARAS GRIFFIN/GETTY IMAGES; (PODCAST) IHEARTPODCASTS

30 Years Ago...

Thweouple Tom Cruise
have been
married for ChO_Se tO. aqcept
18 years. this mission
Based onthe1966 TV

series, Mission: Impossible,
starring Cruise as hero
Ethan Hunt, became the
first movie to open in more R =

than 3,000 theaters on L

May 22,1996. The action e
franchise can still rake in
the box office receipts. -

Stream it on Paramount+.
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picks

The Boroughs

Mystery meets comedy in this fresh, starry tale

SERIES Residents of a retirement community face an otherworldly threat in this unique
sci-fi thriller produced by Stranger Things creators the Dufter Brothers. Led by
widower and former engineer Sam Cooper (Alfred Molina), a group of misfit retirees
work together to unearth the secrets of who—or what—is hunting them at night.
The series strikes an impressive balance with its sad, comedic and scary beats, and
Alfre Woodard, as the tenacious and resourceful Judy, is a standout among an
incredibly strong ensemble. —~MEREDITH WILSHERE (May 21 on Netflix)

Fromleft:
Woodard,
Molina, Denis

O’Hare and

Geena Davis.

Formore _
on Krasinski,
sg;‘e page 64.

i

Tom Clancy’s Jack Ryan: Ghost War
IIMA A few years after the events of the 2023
series finale, retired CIA analyst Jack Ryan (John
Krasinski) is pulled back into action to help former
colleagues (Wendell Pierce and Michael Kelly)
neutralize a rogue black-ops unit. The 105-minute
thriller delivers shocking twists while
leaving the door wide open for future missions.
—KIRSTEN ACUNA (R, now on Prime Video)
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Rerelease Alert!

Legally Blonde snaps £ :
back into theaters!

In July 2001 the Reese
Witherspoon-led comedy grossed
$142 million worldwide at the box
office. (What? Like it’s hard?) Now,
to celebrate the 25th anniversary

as well as the upcoming prequel
TV series Elle, the film is returning
to a perfectly respectable place—
movie theaters—for a special
two-day engagement on May 24
and May 27. —B.L.H.

Q&A
Matthew
Law

The Abbott

Elementaryactor,
34, plays Isaiah,
a detective who is
hunting a master
thief, on Netflix’s

Nemesis.

What first
grabbed you
about thisscript?
| thought | saw
somethingin the
character that
maybe other
people didn’t.

Cedric
Joe (left)

and Law.

Theshowis
so intense!
Were there any
moments that
were especially
challenging?
Every single thing
felt like Mount
Everest, but it
was the thrill of
alifetime trying
to summit it.
And | always felt
protected and
supported by the
cast and crew
around us.

What does Isaiah
catching abreak
look like?
Sitting by the
pier with his son,
throwing the
football around
and maybe
having amatcha
foroncein his life.

—DEIRDRE DURKAN

XIT4L3IN ‘0FAIA IWIID AWV TV XIT4LIN/INVAQY QITVS
SDOLSYILLNHS/NIINYTVISTIHD *LHOIY dOL WOYL ASIMIDOTD



Dutton Ranch
SERIES Yellowstonefans are in good
hands with this spinoft following Beth

Dutton (Kelly Reilly) and Rip Wheeler
(Cole Hauser) as theyattemp

new roots in Texas. Watching them try to

forge a peaceful existence while knowing

how much hell they are capable of unleash-

ing is no less thrilling than some of the »/{
fiery takedowns on the original series, and i
their relationships with new characters— | |

especially Ed Harris’s vet Everett and
Annette Bening’s ranch boss Beulah—add

punch even when no one’s punching.

| Love Boosters
—B.L.H. (Fridays on Paramount+) [T There may be no ethical consumption under
capitalism, but there are fashion-forward heists,
magical ray guns, soul-sucking demons and the joys of
sisterhood—at least in this Keke Palmer-led farce about

shoplifters in solidarity. —J.s. (R, in theaters May 22)

Fromleft: s
Naomi Ackie, N
Taylour Paige .-
and Palmer. / f—‘

to plant

Reilly and Hauser’s
performances

are more grounded
on the new show.
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One to Watch

Oﬂq‘ Campus’
la Bright
The New York-born, London-

raised actress read Elle Kennedy’s
The Deal “in a day” after she was
cast as Hannah on Prime Video’s
steamy college drama. “l was in
love with her banter with
Garrett...anditisreally funin the

show,” she says. Bright, 19, made
her West End debut when she was

10 and led the hit U.K. series
Malory Towers before joining Off

Campus. —JULIA MOORE

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: NEON; PAUL ARCHULETA/GETTY IMAGES;
LIANE HENTSCHER/PRIME; EMERSON MILLER/PARAMOUNT +
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Our Must-Re

THE HOTTEST NEW FICTION RELEASES TO PACK

<« Romance

Score by Kennedy Ryan
The heartbreak of tirst love holds unimaginable weight after
a Hollywood composer and a screenwriter make a scorching
connection. This stunning story of devotion that addresses men-
tal health and sexuality with care may be Ryan’s best work yet.

Read an interview
with Kennedy Ryan,
how in the app!

Cece Downing’s Start Over Summer by Soon Wiley
After losing both her desk job and her fiancé, 32-year-old
Cece escapes to coastal Connecticut, taking a summer job
on an oyster boat while living in a run-down cottage. A fling
with her neighbor and deepening ties to the community
reshape her perspective on ambition and success.
Romantic Hero by Kirsty Greenwood
When a heartbroken romance author tries to manitest a reunion
with her ex, she wakes up to a shirtless cowboy on her couch—
her stalled novel’s villain come to lite. With a deadline looming,
Gertie has to send him back to Bedlam Creek before he rewrites
her happily ever after. Flirty and enchanting.

The Missed Connection by Tia Williams
Williams’s wit jumps off the page in this delightful read
about an anxiety-riddled casting agent who believes she
shared aflight with her soulmate. Naturally, she enlists
a sexy Plfrom her past tofind the elusive “Seat F.”

g
\‘. .
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF e

SEVEN DAYS IN JUNE

Fantasy & Magical Realism»

The Great Wherever by Shannon Sanders
Living members of the Lamb family and the ghosts of
their dead convene at their Tennessee farm after a lucrative

sales offer. Aubrey, 32, wants to sell—but she has a lot to learn e ““

about her family’s history. A gripping saga of Black legacy. T ‘ ¥
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Voyagers by Meg Charlton
As a panicked Earth braces for extraterrestrial first
contact, two previously estranged childhood best friends
reconnect to uncover the truth about their past, when
they were supposedly abducted by aliens as children.
A stunner about memory, connection and belief.

S .
< e 5o

Muiiecaby Cynthia Gémez
In this wholly original and wildly romantic novella setin 1968
California, Nati, a Latine woman with secret witchcraft skills,
returns to the mansion where her mother worked, intent on
getting rich by freeing a spellbound heiress named Violeta.

Destination Funeral by Paige Harbison
New York chef Didion returns to coastal Georgia for
her mother’s funeral and ends up trapped in the family home
with three people who have grown apart for complicated
reasons. Magical forces soon force them to work out their .
issues in this fun, sexy Groundhog Day-inspired tale. N 0 . .. T4 OTHER SIDE OF o

F

..-"31i
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or Summer!

IN YOUR BEACH BAG THIS SEASON Edited by L1ZZ SCHUMER

128313 picks

"WAFORGETTABLE .. LAUGH-00T-LOGD Funny ~CATRERINE NEWNAN

H!f_"‘_ﬂ-%ﬁnwf - . .
T”E ol g < therary Fiction

PINEAPPLE STREET

Everything to the Seaby Alicia Upano
This deeply emotional epic of undying love follows
Hawaiian lovers Jane and Kenji in the aftermath of
a devastating tsunami. A grieving Jane vows never to
return as Kenji works to rebuild their hometown.

The Shampoo Effect by Jenny Jackson
In this juicy send-up of privilege in all its rowdy dysfunction, a
writing fellowship brings nepo baby Caroline Lash to small-
town New England. There she falls for a local environmentalist
with a cliquey friend group that will soon regret freezing her out.
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Vﬂll VE GUT A Novel

Give Me Everything You’ve Got by Imogen Crimp
When filmmaker Ruby is invited to spend a week at her
mentor’s English country mansion, she finds herselt ensnared
into twisted mind games enacted by the famed feminist
director and her seductive daughter. A psychologically rich and
delectably dark look at the price of women’s artistic ambition.

Meet Me in the Garden by Nina LaCour
The Honoressisters are pillars of their 1944 New Orleans

community, but Odette s secretly in love with a woman. Five

years later she’s a widowed motherin Los Angeles. Her cousin
Delphine is at a breaking point, and Odette has to make a
terrible choice to save herfamily. Sweeping and profound.
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Mystery & Thriller»

Someone Else’s Husband by Kimberly McCreight
Her financier husband’s under arrest, but Gretchen Falk knows he
couldn’t have murdered the gorgeous artist he and his pals met
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro. Right? McCreight’s delicious
character-driven thriller will keep you quessing to the end.

N

Cool Machine by Colson Whitehead

Ray Carney, owner of a furniture business, risks his
tfamily’s safety by returning to the criminal underworld in
economically depressed 1980s Harlem. With New York as

a character, this novel is gritty, propulsive and vivid.

Valley of the Moms by Hannah Selinger
This frighteningly realistic and deeply unhinged thriller is based on
a true story. Anna Plummer is found dead in an aftluent Massachu-
setts town, and her husband, Denny, searches for answers. When
he learns Anna was embroiled in a Parent Teacher Organization
tfeud before her death, Denny discovers the group’s dark side.

Last Night Was Killer by Mary Pauline Lowry
Hungover after a rare night out, single twin mom and failed
comedian Tilly pops the trunk of her car to find a corpse.

t’s the creep from last night—and she can’t remember how she
got home. Tilly suspects she offed him. An inventive mystery
loaded with humor, heart and found family.

Contributors RENNIE DYBALL, LOUISA ERMELINO, LISA GREISSINGER, KIM HUBBARD, McKENZIE
JEAN-PHILIPPE, CAROLINE LEAVITT, CLAIRE MARTIN, WADZANAI MHUTE, MARY POLS, MARION WINIK



AS CBS THE LATE SHOW COMES TO AN END, ;..__
LTHE BELOVED HOST REFLECTS ON HIS WILD RIDE:
""THIS WAS ALL A HAPPY ACCIDENT”;
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As soon as Stephen Colbert arrived on the set of his
People cover shoot at the historic Prince George
Ballroom in New York City, he excitedly added a
few funny ideas to the shot list: “What if I put my
feet in the cake, not next to the cake?” Colbert’s
spirits were high, especially when he walked out
in boxers for another setup. “A little something for
the ladies,” he quipped with the same humor and
relaxed confidence he exudes every night as the
host of The Late Show With Stephen Colbert.

After 11 seasons at the helm of the program
(created in 1993 and originally hosted by David
Letterman until 2015), Colbert, 62, will tape its
last episode on May 21. In July 2025 CBS canceled
The Late Show just days after Colbert criticized
the network’s parent company Paramount for its
$16 million settlement with President Donald
Trump. (Trump sued CBS’s 60 Minutes, accus-
ing them of deceptively editing an interview with
former Vice President KamalaHarris. At the

time Paramount was in the middle
of a merger with the entertain-
ment company Skydance, which
required approval from the Trump
administration.)

Despite leading the late-night
ratings, CBS said canceling The Late
Show was “purely a financial deci-
sion” and “not related in any way
tothe show’s performance, content
or other matters happening at Par-
amount.” When Colbert heard the
news from his manager, he says, he
was lying down with a sock over his
eyes, resting before the show: “I sat
up, and I said, ‘T'm sorry, 'm awake.
Could you say that one more time?””

Nine months later, Colbert is
reflective and filled with gratitude as
he describes his experience. “I tried
never to take for granted filming in
the Ed Sullivan Broadway theater,
havingthattremendousaudienceor
having the ability to work with the
funniest people I know every day
and make jokes about the things
that make me most anxious.”

Now he wonders if CBS “saved
my life,” because “it takes a lot of
bone marrow to do the show every
day, and now I'll be stepping down
with enough time, enough energy, to do other
things that I want to do,” says the empty nest-
er, who has three adult children, Madeleine, 30,
Peter, 28, and John, 24, with his wife of 32 years,

| His IFamily Album

1. Colbert (center, front) with his 10
older siblings and parents, James and
Lorna, ca. thelate 1960s. 2. The actor

says his sister Mary (in 1986) persuaded
him to take the Late Show hosting gig.
3.“She’s thelaugh | want to get more
than anybody else,” Colbert says of his
wife, Evelyn (in 2025). 4. Colbert with
Evelyn, their children John, Peter and

Madeleine and dog Benny, a Boykin
Spaniel, in 2024. “Children are great.

@ Adultchildren are fantastic,” he says.

SAOVIWI ALLID/OLOHANDOLSI (QIHVYD) ‘STDOVII ALLID/dAV/NOTIVE "L ADILVd
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Evelyn McGee Colbert, 62. Aside from writing a
new Lord of the Rings movie with his son Peter,
which the superfan says hasbeen in the works for
years, Colbert 1sn’t quite sure what he’ll do next:
“Idon’t have much better of an answer than most
college seniors do, which is I've got to finish this
first, because it takes almost the entirety of my
brain to do this show. So we’ll land this plane, and
we’ll check out the view from there.” With alaugh
he adds, “But I'm available. Yes.”

Growing up the youngest of 11 children to Lorna, a
homemaker turned businesswoman, and James, a
doctor and medical school vice president, Colbert
“got the bug of wantingto perform” from his mother,
who studied acting. “She taught ushowto faint with-
out hurting yourself,” he says. “The trick is go ankle,

knee, hip, rib, shoulder. The arm gets thrown out
last.” Colbert had “a great time” acting in a high
school production but couldn’t envision how he

SET DESIGNER: BRIAN CRUMLEY/ROB STRAUSS STUDIO; HAIR: JENNA ROBINSON; MAKEUP: JESSE LINDHOLM; WARDROBE SUPERVISOR: DEREK MORENQO; COSTUME DESIGNER:
ANTONIA XEREAS; TUXEDQO, SHIRT, BOWTIE: ZEGNA; CUMMERBUND: TOM FORD; POCKET SQUARE: CHARVET; SHOES: FERRAGAMO; WATCH: OMEGA; EYEGLASSES: OLIVER PEOPLES
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Three Cheers
for Colbert

The host (in New
York City on April 3)
says he “can’t believe

I’m on the cover of

People” and adds,

ve been looking
forward to this
for along time.”

-
———

‘I never
expected
1to os;ﬁ
ate-night
show, but
11 years
later, I'm

glad I did’
W

could make comedyacareer. “I grewup onadirtroad
in South Carolina. Howdoyou go intocomedy?” He
majored in theater at Northwestern University, but
once he saw the Harold improvin Chicago,he had a
“deep feeling” that improvwaswhat he “had to do,”
he says. “It wasn’t just that I was lazy, and you didn’t
have to learn lines—but that was attractive. I loved
it.” He picked up lunch shifts as a waiter so he could
perform at night. Around that time he fell in love
with Evelyn, whowas raised in hishometown. After
asking her on adate, hesays, he couldn’tbelieve “Evie
McGee’s going out with me!”

Colbert later toured with Second City as Steve
Carell’s understudy and worked on sketch come-
dy shows like Exit 57 and Saturday Night Live as a
freelance writer. The only time he had a“deep panic”

about his career choice was after he and Evelyn mar-
ried in 1993. “I thought, ‘Oh wait, I kind of want to
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have children, and was this going to work out? Staying
I’ll never be able to afford ahouse or a family Power

or a car. Am I good enough to do this?’” He
was medicated for a “short time” to “put out

the firein my gearbox,” he says. Ultimately his | gotin this
friend Stephen Conley helped him shake that business is that
o : s ) | never looked
inexplicable panic,” he says. “He called me up atanything asa
and goes, ‘I hear you're freaking out. Just lie stepping stone

down and give up if you feel like you have to to the next

give up, because we all love you. We'll take care
of you. I don’t knowwhy, butit was exactly the
right thing to say. This isn’t going to kill you.”

Colbert began appearing on The Daily Show in
1997, and 1n 2000, with Jon Stewart as the
host, his airtime increased. Five years and
three Emmys later, he landed his own spinoff,
The Colbert Report, playing afictional conser-
vative political pundit. It ran for nine seasons
and, in 2013, broke The Daily Show’swinning
streak at the Emmys for outstanding variety
series. When Colbert decided toend the show
in 2014, it was never his intention to host
another one. Infact, when he was oftered the
job to take over The Late Show from Letter-
man, he spent four monthsin therapybefore
accepting it. “I'm an actor _
and a writer, and I always g ey A." imal
_ _ olbert will spend
imagined thatswhatI'dbe  his first day off
doing after The Colbert  athisbrother’s
Reportbecausethatwasan ~ “edding. “We'll
R ~ getdrunk,andwe’ll
actingjob. WhenI gotthis, sing,” he says. “We
at first I was like, ‘No, I  all thinkwe have

can’t do that job. ’'mnot a good voices. That’s
the great danger of

our family.”

“One of the
reasons | think

| got where

thing,’”” he says.

‘1 hope
VIEWersS
felt better
atthe end
of the day.

[ hope they
laughed’

stand-up. I've never been myself, ” he recalls.
His sister Mary changed his mind. “I said,
‘Well, Dave is stepping down,” and she just
burst into a huge smile, and I said, ‘T'm going
to take the job because you just smiled.” Her
happiness for me getting the gig is the thing
thatreally sealed it.”

Colbert’s ability to show his true self

endeared him to fans. During his time on
The Late Show he opened up about grief and
faith in a way that earned him viral recogni-
tion. In 2019 he spoke with CNN’s Anderson
Cooper about the death of his father and two
of his brothers, Peter and Paul, who died in a
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The Daily Show
(1997-2005)
“We immediately hit
it off,” Colbert says
of host Jon Stewart
(center, with Ed Helms,
Rob Corddry and

Samantha Beein 2004).
“He invited us to do

satire, and that was _
really attractive to me.” THE

9 © © © © O

Thrcc Decades, Throc TV Eras
&

The Late Show
(2015-26)

On Sept. 8,2015,
Colbert took over the
program four months
after Letterman left.

His first guests were
.- actor George Clooney

(below) and politician
Jeb Bush.

s “24 hours a day”
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Strangers

With Candy
(1999-2000)
Colbert and Amy

Sedaris worked

writing, producing

and starring on the

comedy inspired by
after-school specials.

plane crash in 1974. “Ten million people had seen
|the interview] in the first 24 hours or something,”
Colbert says. “I was very surprised because it’s not
something that I had talked about publicly, and it
felt innate to myview of the world, but I didn’t real-
ize that that experience would be so meaningful to
other people, because so many other people expe-
rienced it. It seems obvious and a very simple thing
torealize, butit did take me by surprise.” Two years
later his interview with actor Andrew Gartfield, in
which they discussed Garfield’s late mother, also
gained online attention. “I try not tolead with grief
or faith because that’s not my gig,” Colbert says.
“Butif that’s on someone’s mind, or if that’s part of
the storythat theywant to tell, ’'m opento that, and
that’s an important distinction to me.”

Colbert is also known for his political com-
mentary. When asked if he’ll miss being a part of
that daily conversation, he’s
quick to say, “I'll never stop
caring about my country. I'm
a perfectly fine fan of me, but
I am not of the opinion that
if my voice 1s missing from
the national conversation,
the republic will turn awry.”
While some speculate on the
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The Colbert

(2005-14)
The satire continued
on the Daily Show
spinoff, where
he played a right-
wing pundit.

See every photo
from Colbert’s fun
tarewell photo shoot,
how in the app!
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says. “I mean, how silly would it be? The ending of
the show aside, which people can speculate about
all they want, and I can’t argue with their specula-
tions, but we're clowns. How much does it diminish
the office of the Presidencyto even notice what we
say? [ Trump] needs toknow how to pick his battles,
metaphorically and literally.” What Colbert will
miss is “the camaraderie of us feeling better about
ourday,” he says. “I harvest laughter for aliving. I'll
miss that as much as I'll miss the audience.”

Off air, Colbert enjoys fishing, cooking, build-
ing boats and spending time with his family. This
stage of fatherhood, he says, is “the best. To lose
an argument with an adult child over something
you thought you knew about, if you can take it, it’s
pretty great.” And his final week of shows will be
filled with family celebrations: his son John’s col-
lege graduation and his brother Tommy’s wedding.
“I'm glad a lot of the week is
not about me,” he says. “It’s
about the people Ilove more.”

Colbert’s final sign-off on
The Late Show on May 21 will
be “something simple,” he
says, much like his wish for
how the show will be remem-
bered by fans. “I hope they

political motivations of his P Colbertwelcomed fellow hosts and friends Jimmy Fallon; ‘ laughed,” he says. “A lot of

show’s cancellation, Colbert
doesn’t have “anyfear” of the

current administration, he ﬂ something goes on in one of our professional lives.”

>

v

#~Seth Meyers, John Oliver and Jimmy Kimmel onto his

show on May 11. “We text each other all the time,”” Colbert :
“says of his Strike Force Five podcast cohosts. “Especially if we bat last,and I hope it made

things happen in a day, but

their day better.” @
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BEXTER -FUNNIER.
MORE DARING
THAN EVER.

THE STAR IS
EMBRACING THE
R EE D OM O F
HER NEW ERA

By L1Z McNEIL

On the first day of wardrobe fittings for her

new murder-mystery series You're Killing
Me, Brooke Shields learned that her costar Amalia
Williamson had just gotten married. “I asked her,
‘Do you want to have kids?”” recalls Shields, 60.
“Then I'm thinking, ‘Oh God, Brooke, you don’t
know this girl.” SoIsaid, ‘I'm sorry. You have no rea-
son to answer, but if you want them, don’t wait.””
When Williamson, 31, texted her the next morning
5 tograb acoffee, Shields was still overthinking: “Just
. get ready to apologize for overstepping.” That’s
when Williamson revealed she was pregnant. “Am
I going to get fired?” she asked. To the contrary. “I

EMANAGEMENT; STYLIST:

ANATOLLI SMITH; TOP & PANTS: FENDI; SHOES: GIANVITO ROSSI

:

SET DESIGNER: CASSIA MAHER; HAIR: JAE CARDENAS /BELLAMI HAIR/TRACEY
MATTINGLY; MAKEUP: MARK DE LOS REYES/ARMANI BEAUTY/PARADIS

AGENCY; MANACURIST: YUKIE MIYAKAWA/DIOR/SE
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said, “We'll have the babyon-set, ” says Shields with
alaugh. “‘T'll breastteed! We’ll make it all a happy
family” And she said, “You're sick, and I love you.””

One of the most famous faces in the world,
Shields—and her cheeky humor—will be front and
center on the Acorn TV series premiering May 18.
Also an executive producer, she plays bestselling
author Allison “Allie” Chandler, who joins forces
with Andi Walker (Williamson), an aspiring crime
writer, to solve murder cases (and trade quips) in a
New England town. It’s the latest chapter in the
ever-evolving life of the beauty icon and mom, who
shares two daughters, Rowan, 23, and Grier, 20,
with her husband, director-screenwriter Chris
Henchy, 62. Here Shields chatsabout hernewrole,
embracing adventurous (and unique!) hobbies and
why she feels “life is just beginning now.”

How’d the idea for You’re Killing Me come about?

We started talking about this generational gap—all

the stuff that I feel with my daughters when they

make fun of me. And then mysteries are such a

genre with Only Murders inthe Building, Matlock— ‘If | dO n’t
thatwhole familiar, mysterious but not too gory and h ave
also humqrous._ It gets your endorphins up alld humor in
secreted alittle bit. [ Pauses] Canyou say “secreted”? :

Who was your inspiration for Allie? Iy hfe?
Me. Allie is just...she’s got it together until she [ would
doesn’t. She’s serious and very focused and then atr()phy’
is kind of dorky. She can ride a mechanical bull,

and she can be in the White House.

| bet you’ve done both!

Both things I can do.

As an executive producer, what changed?

[ had never had my opinion be asked for and val-

ued. Iwould always get, “Oh no, we want you to be

likable. We want you to look pretty.” Allie’s flaws

are funny. I think that there’s always been this, “We

need to keep you, Brooke Shields, preserved and

likable, as well as aspirational.” It’s impossible!

Is that why you got pushback for your 1996

Friends cameo as Joey’s unhinged girlfriend?

SPREAD[;:\*T & L{ UGHTER You’re Killing Me, 2026

e | | B L i “We spar intellectually, and we
L F . : | e find each other’s buttons,” she says
| ’ 4

of her costar Cavanagh.

Friends,

1996

As Joey’s
(Matt

LeBlanc)

wacky

girlfriend,she > 1 03 ’ . 1 -_
ererve N ' . 3 Suddenly Susan, 1996-2000

licked his S Y, On the sitcom Shields (with costar Kathy
fingers during — Griffin and quest star Betty White)
a dinner date. | ~ ; played a plucky magazine writer.
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See all the gorgeous
pictures from

DRESS: TORY BURCH; BOTTOM, FROM LEFT: PHOTOFEST,
GARY NULL/NBCU PHOTO BANK/GETTY IMAGES; MIKE
TOMPKINS/ACORNTYV; (VENICE) COURTESY BROOKE SHIELDS

how in the app!

Shields’s photo shoot,

It was, “No, 1t makes you look crazy.” I was like,
“The more crazy she looks, the better it’s going to
be.” It took me a long time, longer than I hope for
my girls, to realize myvoice really was important.
Do you listen to true-crime podcasts?

I get sucked 1n very quickly, and then I can’t
sleep. I guess I want happy endings, and just not
those kind of happy endings!

One of the show’s themes is what happens when
you begin to age out of something.

I hit a certain age, and all of a sudden I was spo-
ken to differently, almost asif, “You've had agood
run....” It started in my 40s and was kind of this
slow burn. Thank God we’re talking about things
like menopause, but I did not want to be relegat-
ed tojust being menopausal. Why am I being told
I don’t have any value anymore? Okay, my ova-
ries don’t work. Fine. I don’t want them to work,
to be honest, anymore.

You and Tom Cavanagh (who plays a detective)
have some flirtatious scenes. How are sex scenes
different now from earlier in your career?

Now they have intimacy coaches, and they tape
stuff. I mean, they did tape stuftf to me when I'was
younger, and I had body doubles. And now I want
a body double, and they won’t give it to me! So
they’re equally as ridiculous. I'm probably more
self-conscious now. I need things to be a little
lifted, so I've got to have a pulley system and lift
the “girls” up. [Laughs]

You turn 61 on May 31. How are your 60s?

I’'m saying yes. I went lambing with friends
in England. Pulled baby lambs out of their
mothers—because first-time mothers don’t
always know what’s happening, and they’re kind
of like, “What the f---?” Excuse me. I [also] col-
laborated on a line of beautiful Venetian Murano

Family Vibes
In 2025, with husband Chris Henchy and, from
left, Rowan (who just moved back home) and Grier.

As for her youngest, Shields jokes, “She’s at the stage
where it’s really hard to reach her. She’s very busy!
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1.“l always

wanted to be
part of birthing
baby lambs.
It was on my
bucket list,”
says Shields

(in Oxfordshire,
England).
2.Sherecently
learned all about
the art of
glassblowing
(her latest
passion) in
Venice at Orsini
Venetian
Glassworks.

glassware, La Tavola Eterna | The Eternal Table],
with my friend Alvise Orsini.

Can we go back to lambing?

I had bought it at an auction, and they were like,
“Oh, you just wanted to give money, right?” And
I waslike, “Well, of course, but I want tolamb.” I
called my friends and said, “Let’s just do it.”

To be clear, you helped pull baby lambs out of
the mama lambs?

Yeah, you see the little snout and the little hooves.
Then you can bring them right to their mother.
With the whole ’90s phenomenon, did you and
your daughters watch the FX series Love Story?
I’'m mentioned, so that was a little weird, because
my daughter called me and goes, “Oh my God,
1S 1t true?”

Were they impressed that you kissed JFK Jr.?

I’'m their mother, so it’s easier to make fun of me
or say, “Ugh, mom, okay, we get it. You were bigin
the’80s and ’90s.” Otherwise I'm sort of property
of everybody else. I'm no psychologist, but...
What are your thoughts on beauty these days?
For me, beauty means being smart and strong.
Listen, Iwork out. I get face peels. I have not gone
under the knife. 'm too scared!

How would you describe this time in your life?

I've realized if I want to do something for myself, I
can just do it. Being a part of a start-up is no joke.
[She started her hair care line Commence in 2024 ]
Itis terrifying, but [it’s| fighting for something that
you believe in. I've learned that my passion and
commitment to something—it’s unstoppable. ®
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EAEY CENTER STAGE
‘L Greeted by
cheering crowds
in Italy and
swarmed by
children ata
local preschool
(inset)on
May 13, Kate “is
in a positive
place,” says an

| aide.“Thereisa
sense of renewed

energy.”’
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THE PRINCESS OF WALES RETURNS TO
. THE INTERNATIONAL SPOTLIGHT FOR
HER FIRST TRIP ABROAD SINCE CANCER-—
AND THE MOVIE-STAR WELCOME
IN ITTALY SIGNALS A POWERFUL NEW
CHAPTER AT A PIVOTAL
MOMENT FOR THE MONARCHY
By SIMON PERRY

FROM LEFT: CLAUDIO FURLAN/LAPRESSE/SHUTTERSTOCK;
ANDREW PARSONS/KENSINGTON PALACE

-

-

Stepping into Piazza Prampolini in the
northern Italian city of Reggio Emilia on
May 13, Princess Kate placed a hand on
her chest as thousands gathered below
City Hall erupted into cheers of “Kate!”
and “Bellissima!” Children stretched
forward to greet her. Crowds leaned
fromwindows overhead. Photographers
packed tightly into the square as the
Princess of Wales, dressed in an
azzurro—the national color of Italy—
pantsuit, moved slowly through the sea
of well-wishers, visibly moved by the
reception during her first overseas trip
since her cancer diagnosis in 2024. “It’s
emotional, seeing everyone,” Kate, 44,
told Mayor Marco Massari as she took
in the scene. For manyin the crowd, the
moment feltbigger than aroutine royal
visit. It marked the long-awaited return
of the princess to the world stage—and
the beginning of a consequential new
chapterforboth Kate and the monarchy
itself. “She knows the eyes of the world
are on her,” says Queen Elizabeth’s for-
mer press secretary Ailsa Anderson. “It
is a clear signal she is back in business.”

On the same day, roughly 850 miles
away in London, Kate’s father-in-law,
King Charles, delivered aspeech before
Parliament during the State Opening—
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Kate lit up while meeting
3-month-old Elenaand

her mom,Marta. "
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Surrounded by children at nearly
every stop, Kate appeared at home
in Reggio Emilia. “It’'s been such an
inspiring day for me,” she told a
teacher of the city’s groundbreaking

educational philosophy.

THE DIANA EFFECT
Like Princess Diana
(left,in June1997), Kate
shared instinctive, affectionate
moments with children. “These
are really special places,” she
said during a May 13 school visit.

one of the monarchy’s grandest traditions—
wearing the Imperial State Crown for only the
fourth time in his reign and fresh off a widely
praised U.S. visit that helped steady the royal fam-
1ly during a tumultuous period. Yet it was Kate
who dominated headlines around the globe.
“There’s no denying that everyone concerned has
been missing the princess’s star quality. She is a
huge drawwherever she goes,” says Russell Myers,
author of William & Catherine: The Intimate Inside
Story. “Catherine isundoubtedlya central forcein
the monarchy’s popularity and ability to achieve
its goals and move forward. There is no better time
for her to return.” Adds Anderson: “She is our
future Queen. As Queen Elizabeth used to say, you
have to be seen to be believed. She is glamorous,
she is beautiful. She is warm and approachable.
On the back of the King’s successful visit to the
States, William and Kate are upping their game.”

And nowhere did Princess Kate spread that
excitement quite like the schools she visited to
witness the famed Reggio Emilia Approach—the

A Taste
of ltaly

1. Mayor Massari
presented Kate with
the Primo Tricolore—
Reggio Emilia’s
highest honor—
shortly after her
May 13 arrival. 2. Fans
packed the streets to
welcome Kate. “To
think she came to my
hometown is crazy,”
saysresident Sara
Montanini. 3. After
helping make tortelli
pastaby hand ata
family-run farm stay
near Parmaon
May 14, Kate earned
high praise from
chef lvan Lampredi:
“You are hired.”

child-centered educational philosophy that
inspired the two-day visit and closely aligns with
the work of her Royal Foundation Centre for Ear-
ly Childhood, launched in 2021. The Italy trip—
also her first solo overseas visit in nearly four
years—marked a major step in expanding the
princess’s long-running early-childhood work
beyond Britain through a series of fact-finding
visits focused on leading international models.
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KENSINGTON PALACE; PHIL NOBLE/GETTY IMAGES(2);

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT: ANDREW PARSONS/
JORDAN PETTITT-SAMIR HUSSEIN/WIREIMAGE

At one preschool, Kate crouched beside chil-
dren exploring nature outdoors, handled newts
from a pond and joined the students in sculpting
tree roots from clay. “I speak a bit of Italian. What
is your name? I am Catarina,” she told one group
of kids with a smile, later chatting with them in
[talian and learning new vocabulary along the
way. At another school, young students crowded
around her for hugs and high fives as she spoke
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in business’
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ARTFUL TOUCH
Kate, who studied art
history in college,
leaned into her creative
side during the visit.
“She can influence
education around the
world,” says educator
Norma Guinto, who was
visiting from Mexico.

NATURE'S
CLASSROOM
Kate visited Salvador
Allende preschool on
May 14, seeing how
outdoor learningis
central to the Reggio
Emilia Approach. “The
environment is the ‘third
teacher,’” says Guy.

S — =

about animals and fondly recalled the family dog
Lupo, which she happily acknowledged was Ital-
ian for wolf. Teachers wiped away tears after she
left, as comparisons to Princess Diana surfaced
repeatedly. “She 1s like Diana was,” says local
reporter Paulo Rosato. “Here 1n Italy, we need a
good story—a good representation of family.”

The princess repeatedly tied the visit back to
her and Prince William’s own children—Prince
George, 12, Princess Charlotte, 11, and Prince Lou-
1s, 8—telling locals on May 14 that she had spent
the night before on the phone with them sharing
stories from her first day of outings. Wearing a
bracelet engraved with her children’s initials, she
appeared especially energized during an outdoor
learning session. Christian Guy, executive direc-
tor of the Centre for Early Childhood, says Kate
“was in her element in nature, seeing the power of
the outdoors.” He adds, “It is something that will
stay with her for a very long time—she gets such
joy from spending time with children.”

During a stop at a countryside farm stay outside

AN

People June1,2026 39



X

Kate’s
Solo

NETHERLI]S, 2016

Kate convened

children’s mental health
charitiesin 2016.

LUXEMBOURG, 2017
In 2017 she made a

soft-diplomacy visit to the
small European country.

DENMARK, 2022
The 2022 visit
centered on Kate’s

early-childhood work.

Reggio Emilia, Kate
rolled up her sleeves
alongside local
families to make tor-
telli pasta by hand—
laughing as flour
dusted the table and
chattingabout cooking
in her kitchen. “When
I do this at home, it’s
without a big bowl, and

CIRCLE

Kate’s May 14 look

carried layered meaning,
as she rewore the same
Blazé Milano blazer

it goes everywhere,” she from her2024 cancer
joked. “It’s a good work- update while also
out.” Against the back- channeling a similarly

tailored style once
worn by Princess

Diana during a 1989

royal outing.

drop of rolling green hills
and multigenerational
families gathered around
the table, the scene offered a vivid glimpse of
how the princess hopestoshape this next phase
of her public role: blending warmth, hands-on
engagement and long-term purpose.

Kate’s return comes at a delicate moment for the
monarchy. While King Charles has helped steady
the institution through his U.S. visit and high-
profile appearances despite his ongoing cancer
treatment, the royal family continues navigating
the lingeringfalloutsurroundingthe former Prince
Andrew’s arrest in February tied to his connection
to Jefirey Epstein, alongside the yearslong rift with
Prince Harry and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex. “It
will always be a throbbing wound in the back-
ground,” says Anderson. The slimmed-down mon-
archyis increasinglylooking threadbare, with Wil-
liam and Kate remaining its youngest senior

working royals, a stark reminder of how heavily the
institution now relies on them to carry its future.

Allwhile George, Charlotte and Louis remain years
away from publicroles of their own. “Princess Anne
and the other senior working royals are all
stretched thin—and none of them are young,” says
Catherine Mayer, author of the upcoming Divide
and Rule. “William and Catherine carry the
whole thing.” Mayer describes

the back-to-back overseas

HOM ' ASE appearances by Charles and
William and Kate Kate as “a one-two punch” by
marked their 15th the palace. “At the point the

anniversary on King went to America, the
April 29 with arare ; -
family phototaken AN theme was the fragility

during a recent of the monarchy—and the fra-
getaway to Comwall  i)ity of the two of them,” she

ith George, )
Cha:r;tte ;erzuis_ says. “If you have the sense of

and theirtwodogs.  themboth fullyback—doing it
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well—that shifts the perception.”

Those close tothe princess stress that
the timing of this trip had to feel right
personally as well as institutionally.
“The overriding concern from all quar-
ters hasbeen about her health and man-
aging her eventual return to full-time
duties,” Myers says. “She was given
every assurance to take as much time as
she needed, and this trip signifies that
she is feeling better than she has in the
last couple of years.” Adds aroyal aide of
Kate, who announced she was in remis-
sion from an undisclosed form of cancer
in early 2025: “It’s an important step in the prin-
cess’s recovery journey. She takes great joy from
thiswork. Itis only right that her first internation-
al trip since her illness is one that is focused on an
issue that she is committed to championing for
decades tocome.” Asshe headed hometo her fam-
ily after the trip, Kate reflected on the emotional
impact of the visitin a personal statement. “I have
had such a deeply moving and unforgettable time
here,” she said. “Thank you to the people of Reggio
Emilia for welcoming me into a culture of care

|

gy Y

X

'l have had
such adeeply moving
and unforgettable

time here’
—PRINCESS KATE

ROYAL
RESURGENCE

King Charles’s
powerful speech
to the U.S.
Congress on
April 28 showed
that “wielding
that soft power
was something

no U.K.

politician could
have done,” says

Anderson. ‘It
was faultless.”

with such warmth and generosity.”

More trips abroad are expected to fol-
low, including a possible appearance
alongside William in the U.S. this sum-
mer for the World Cup and celebrations
marking the 250th anniversary of the
nation’s independence, as well as at the
sixth Earthshot Prize Awards in Mum-
bailater this year. If she attends, it would
mark Kate’s first Earthshot ceremony
since the couple traveled to Boston for
theeventin 2022.“Sheis animpeccable
force for good, a fantastic standard-
bearer—not just for the royal family but
for the country,” says a family friend. Before then
will come more major royal moments, including
Trooping the Colour in June, where Kate and her
family are expected to once again take center stage
on the Buckingham Palace balcony. The Waleses
are also preparing for asummer focused on family
life in Windsor—their final one before George
heads to boarding school—while continuing to set-
tle into their new home, Forest Lodge.

Expectations around William and Kate’s future
role within the monarchy are onlyintensifying. “For
the moment, after that period of unprecedented
turbulence, theyare doing a verygood job of making
it look like the ship is steady,” says Mayer. “That is
why Kate is so important.” Though confidence in
the monarchy has grown following Charles’s suc-
cessful turn in Washington, the focus increasingly
remains on the Waleses. “Charlesis the incumbent,
but she and William are the future,” Mayer says.
“There 1s no institution without them.” @

- ‘ : App
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— Get more royal
: exclusives and
. - breaking palace news,
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Mor._eihan 40 years later
Cindy Paulson still isn’t

i y sure how she man-
back door
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oo R e foot, her wrists shackled and
i - ] o ,
Rwan - covercedin piood, aown une
i gravel runway of Anchor-
’ 3. ameies age’s Merrill Field Airport

s G HEH and onto a highway. Not far
Gl st e _ . T behind her, clutching a.357

PR Magnum, was the driver
AR é':-‘-‘ it of the Buick, who, hours

earlier, had brutally raped
and tortured Paulsonin the
basement of his home. He
was now preparing to fly

ks herin his private planeto a

: remote cabinin the Alaska
i - wildernesson what shereal-
LR8N0 rﬂ&&w,‘ atend T :f e : 2 : '-1zed Would be aone-way trip.
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“He pulled

the gunoutso
quick my head
spun,”’ Paulson
says of Hansen
leading her to the
basement—lined
with hunting
trophies (above)—
of his Anchorage
home (right).
“l went limp.

screaming at the driver of a passing pickup truck

who pulled over. “This guy is trying to kill me.” | thought he was : UNKNOWN
Little did Paulson know, on that morning in [ :RLERELAITTTER i LARS—EN .ﬂ J [ . LW ]
June 1983, that she had become the sole survivor e ,_, M @'IL 1y

of one of the nation’s most prolific and twisted
serial killers. Since 1971 Robert Hansen, an unas-
suming 44-year-old Anchorage bakery owner and
married father of two, had been abducting dancers
and prostitutes, flying them to the backcountry
on his Piper Super Cub plane and then releas-
ing them and—armed with a gun and hunting
knife—stalking them like wild prey. “What Rob-
ert Hansen did was probably the most horrific
crime that I’ve been involved in,” says retired
Anchorage Police Department detective John
Daily. “Nobody has killed more people and did it
in such a cold-blooded, ruthless manner.”
Paulson’s account of her brutal encounter with

Ty

""Knlk River
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A map of the
known or suspected
locations of the
bodies of Hansen’s
victims outside

1 Unllkely to
) 1 Be Found
N

.

Delynne Frey ':-:_) [Sherry MORROW]

.' - . AN i\

‘ ﬁ-ﬁ-'—"‘.——.

the serial killer gave Alaska authorities investi- P Yakima was thrown into chaos. “I learned that my
gating the disappearance of dozens of women the mother was [in reality| my oldest sister, and my
information they needed to arrest Hansen. After father and mom were really my grandma and
pleading guilty to four first-degree murders while grandfather,” she recalls. “It broke me.” Months
admitting to killing 17 women and raping dozens, later Paulson ran away for the first time. At 15, she
he was sentenced to nearly 500 years in prison. was living in Anchorage and began working as
(Hansen died of natural causes in 2014.) “Some- a prostitute at a time when the city was crowded
body had to make him stop,” says Paulson, who AT |¥ lI]Ii’LHEIFIE !SS with petroleum industry workers flush with cash

tells her story in “Surviving the Butcher Baker,”
the season premiere episode of People Magazine
Investigates: Surviving a Sertal Killer on Inves-

tigation Discovery on June 2 and streaming on
HBO Max. “I was that somebody.”

The path thatled Paulson to her
narrow escape began when, at
9years old, her happyupbring-
ing with four older sisters in

44 June1,202¢ People

Investigators
discovered jewelry
belonging to
Hansen’s victims
when they
searched his home.

from the North Slope oil boom. “My slowest night
[was] $800, and sometimes it could be $5,000,” says
Paulson. “There was money up there.”

And danger. Police were already investigating
reports of sex workers vanishing off the streets,
and beginning in 1980 bodies
of women were found in the
rugged wilderness outside
the city. Paulson had no clue
her life was about to take a
dark turn on the June night

(£)A4IA0DSIA NOILYDILSIANI (A1IVA NHOT ‘SNOS HLIM NISNVH ‘ONNOA NISNVH) ‘520
JTIVH "3 ANV 13T (dYIW) ‘TTVH "3 ANV1TT (SHOLYOILSIANI'SOLNIWIW ‘ISNOH ‘LNIWISYE)
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D = 3
pieces to the macabre puzzle

they were trying to solve. In INVESTIGATES
October 1983, weeks after For more on the

another woman’s body was chilling case,
discovered on Alaska’s Knik watch “Surviving

Alaska state River, police arrested Hansen Sl
troopers (in press _ _ Baker,” the season
photos) spent at his bakeryand searched his premiere of
months combing house, discovering jewelry People Magazine
wad o pu . theKnik River belonging to victims, a map Investigates:
R @R Flats and other bt —— d.’ Surviving a Serial
5 ‘ areas. “Hansen indica ing wherebo ies were Killer, Tuesday,
was physically buried and a.223-caliber rifle June2,onlIDat
hunting women” used in the killings. “I've got 9/8c and streaming

like animals, says
a former officer.

a...maybe you want to call it on HBO Max.

a sickness or whatever, but
a virtual hate for prostitutes,”
Hansen told investigators
before pleading guilty in 1984
to the murders of fourwomen.

Today memories of the nightmare that she sur-
vived four decades ago are never far from Paulson,
who feared the monster she met on the streets of
Anchorage might dispatch a criminal associate
to kill her. But since Hansen’s death in 2014, the
Yakima-based mother of three grown sons says, she

in 1983 when Hansen pulled up to the sidewalk

where she was working and offered her $200 for can finally breathe again. “I have 10 years clean and
oral sex. “He looked totally cool, like somebody’s Ii|T WAS N ,T sober. I see my sons and grandchildren regularly.
grandpa,” she recalls. Yet at Hansen’s houseon  |JNTIL HE I love life, and I love me,” says Paulson. And per-
the outskirts of the city, she says, he threatened DI ED TH A‘I‘ haps even more importantly, the woman who spent

her with a gun and handcuffed her. Hansen, much of her life believing that she should never
whose wife and two children were visiting rel- I CAM E 0 UT have been born 1s now convinced she was destined
atives 1n Arkansas, took her to the basement, U F TH E H E I.I. tobe here for a purpose: to take a serial killer off the
where he raped and tortured her and chained | H AD BEEN streets. “I justthink about all the women whose lives
her to a post. “I prayed the whole jcime,” Paulson | |[VING IN I saved and all the womenwho I got revertge for,” she
recalls. Hansen told her he was goingtoflyherto -syRrRviIVOR says. “Because I caughtthat sonofagun.” @

a cabin to have sex and then set her free. “T knew CINDY

Iwasn’t going to come back,” she says. LR

REASON
After Paulson’s brave escape at the Anchorage FOR LIVING

airfield, she provided authorities with the missing “I'm a grandma,
a mother and so

grateful that I'm
alive,” says Paulson

“It boggles the (with two of her
mind,” says | sons, ca. 2006).

retired Anchorage
police detective
John Daily (in
Surviving a Serial
Killer) of Hansen’s
“horrific’” spree.
In1982 Daily
found the body of
one victim while
on a hunting trip.
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THE ACTION STAR’S REVEALING NEW

e

SILENT PRAYER

“Through this

book, | want to
tell people tonot
justspend 30
minutes every
day training their
body, but to take
three minutes
and start training
their mind to be
better as well,”
says Li. Right: the
aftermath of the
2004 tsunamiin
the Maldives.

MEMOIR DETAILS HIS FAMILY’S HARROWING
ESCAPE FROM THE DEADLY
2004 INDIAN OCEAN DISASTER AND THE

"M EMOTIONAL AFTERMATH
By ANGELA ANDALORO

Jet L1 was one of the top martial arts
actors of the 1990s and 2000s, starring in
high-veloctty films like Lethal Weapon 4
and Romeo Must Die. He was on top of
the world when he took a vacation to the
Maldives with his wife, Nina, and their
two daughters, Jada and Jane, in 2004.
(He has two other daughters from his first
marriage.) A trip that was meant to be
calm and restorative would end in chaos,
as his family narrowly escaped death
during the Indian Ocean tsunami, which
killed 228,000 people.

Now the Beijing-born star, 63, has
released one of his most meaningful proj-
ects to date: a new book titled Beyond
Life and Death: The Way of True Free-
dom, excerptedbelow. Init, he reflects on
how his family’s brush with death
changed his perspective. “Now I realize
that maybe I have more meaning in my
[ife—not just showing the world martial
arts of beating up the bad guy on the big
screen,” Li, whose most recent film,
Blades of the Guardians, was released in
February, tells People. “I need to take
responsibility for helping people.”

In the winter of 2004, our family had
made plans to go to the Maldives for our
vacation. On our first morning, my two
younger daughters, aged 4 and 1, wanted
to play in the ocean. Standing in the
water while my daughters splashed and
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laughed, I saw huge waves in the distance. I thought,
“What happened to the sea?”

The first wave hit the beach, and the tourists sun-
bathing on the sand immediately got up, picked up
their overturned items, and rushed back to the
hotel. The waves came again, and this time the water
covered the top of my feet. Panic simmered in me.
The water was too high, too fast. My daughters
seemed too small, too vulnerable, too easily at the
mercy of the gathering waters. My older daughter
was still playing in the water, so I picked her up and
asked our babysitter to carry my younger daughter
while we prepared to go back. When I turned around
to give the now-unrecognizable ocean a cursory
glance, anotherwave hurtled toward us,and
the water reached my knees.

Spinning around, I looked back again.
There was no beach. No hotel. Nothing. I
was just standing in the ocean. Another
wave hit, and the water reached my hips.
When I took another stepforward, the sea-
water hit me unexpectedly with a brutal
barrage of strikes. It was like fighting an
opponent of incredible power, size and
speed, coming from multiple directions

and overwhelming me. Now the water was U N EXP ECT_Em

up to my neck, nearlyat my chin. I hoisted
my daughter up to sit on my shoulders. I
looked back and saw our babysitter gag-
ging, her mouth full of water. [ Four men swam
toward them and saved the nanny and Jada.]

Then a huge wave crashed over us and washed my
younger daughter and our babysitter over 20 feet
away. I lunged forward, but I could barely move.
Dizziness spun my vision and terror chilled my
skin. In anguish, I started crying out, “Help!
Help!”—gargling seawater between shouts.

One more wave, and that’s it, I thought. With
total clarity, I was aware that the distance between
life and death was only four inches between the
rising water and my lips. Readying myself to
absorb the impact of another battering wave, I
planted myfeet and gripped my daughter’s knees
tightly to keep her from slipping oft my shoulders.

And then the waves stopped surging. I looked
around frantically and saw that the shore had
appeared again. My eyes, raw and stinging, now
filled with their own salty tears. As my sunken
heart leapt up, my limbs warmed with joy and
relief. I threw my arms around my sobbing daugh-
terand held her close to me. When Ilooked down,
I noticed that my forearms were covered with
blood, the skin torn by shards of broken furnish-
ings and structural elements from the hotel.

AWARENESS OF
IMPERMANENCE
HAD CRASHED

LIFE WITH THE
SUDDENNESS
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When I returned to the lobby, I saw everyone
soaked from the water, panicking and agitated.
The scene was out of a movie. There were about
200 people gathered in the wreckage of the lobby,
which was full of seawater and detritus. The hotel
staff were counting people and assessing who was
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wreckage. When I regained my senses, I noticed a
commotion starting to flare up in the flooded lobby:.
The sounds of rising panicfilled my ears, and I gath-
ered from the murmuring thatasecond wave of the
tsunami might be on its way. Together, all the peo-
ple in the lobby got organized and mobilized the
manpower and resources we had toresist another
flood. We gathered the lifesaving equipment and
floating objects on hand and distributed them to
women, children and the elderly. The able-bodied
men moved wooden tables, benches and chairs
together to make a barricade against the water.

Then someoneshouted, “Here comes the water!”
Thanktully, the last wave just reached my ankles
and was not nearly as serious as we had feared. The
hotel staft moved us to their own dormitory higher
up on the land to rest. My wifte and children slept,
but I was wide awake. Adrenaline had electrified
my nerves, and fear kept me vigilant. I started med-
itating. I considered my life. I grasped how every-
thing I did up until that point was for myself. I saw
how I had wanted to prove myself as an athlete, to
distinguish myself from other martial artists. I took
in how badly I had wanted to know I wasspecial, to
achieve fame and power and security. Although I
had been working so hard torepresent martial arts,
Chinese culture and the film industry, ultimately
my actions served me and myown basicneeds. I felt
how firmly I believed money would make me safe,
and how Iworried all the time: What if I can’t work?
What if my skill doesn’t cut it? What happens if 1
can’t make a living? And I saw how even when I
began myjourneywith Buddhism, I acted from my
desire to satisty my need for safety.

Originally, I had hoped to retire at 60 to focus on
meditating and volunteering to give back to society.
At the time of the tsunami, I was 41. My awareness
of impermanence had crashed over my life with the

HIS LEADING
LADIES IN LIFE

THEN AND NOW

JET LI ON

THE BIG SCREEN

%

LETHAL
WEAPON 4

Li made his
international film

debut opposite
Mel Gibson in the

1998 sequel.

%

ROMED
MUST DIE

Li recalls having
dinners with
“charming and
pretty” costar
Aaliyah while
making the 2000
movie, prior to her
deathina plane

crashin2001.

9

FEARLESS

The acclaimed 2006
film was loosely
based on the life of
19th- and early-20th- =

century Chinese —
martial artist Huo
Yuanijia, played by Li.

suddenness of an unexpected wave. I knew I
couldn’t wait until I was 60. Human life and death
are so fragile, a small space between breaths. This
was the start of my genuine renunciation. My expe-
rience of the tsunami and of uniting with other
humans to face it taught me that human beings
need one another,and we must cooperate with one
another to be complete. Humanity is one, and we
share the earth as our home. If each of us does a
little, we are all better off. This became my purpose.

After the tsunami, I wanted to start an organiza-
tionrooted in compassion to help people suffering
from natural disasters like the one I had survived.
Gradually, the idea of [the One Foundation] that
would give everyone an opportunity todo their best
for the common good formed. Rather than taking
large donations from wealthy philanthropists or
corporations, the approach would be toraise small

Above: Li and his wife, Nina, with
daughters Jada (left) and Janein
2003. Right: Liwith Jane (left),
26, and Jada, 23, on May 9.

amounts of money from large numbers of partici-
pants. Eventually this became expressed 1n our
motto, “One Person, One Yuan,One Day.” @

IMAGES; PHOTOFEST/ALAMY; ROB LATOUR/
SHUTTERSTOCK; JANE LI/INSTAGRAM;

CLOCKWISE FROM TOPRIGHT: EVERETT; GETTY
BACKGROUND: SHUTTERSTOCK

From Beyond Life and Death by Jet Li, published by Tarcher, an imprint of Penguin Pub-
lishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House LLC. Copyright © 2026 by Jet Li.



In the Major Leaques
Minogue (inset, in 1989) says she
“feels a sisterhood” with pop veterans
like Madonna: “Sometimes I’m like,
‘Oh, I’'m in that company,

’” she says.
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After 40 years in show business, two Grammys
and 80 million records sold, Kylie Minogue per-
haps said it best in the title of her 1987 break-
through hit “I Should Be So Lucky.” The Austra-
lian icon, 58, has rolled with the punches of an
ever-evolving pop music landscape to remain a
heavy hitter amid both triumphs (scoring massive
hits like 2001’s “Can’t Get You out of My Head”
and multiple sold-out tours) and heartache (a
2005 breast cancer diagnosis). “I think | perform-
ing] is what I’'m supposed to do. I was amazingly
able tostart doing that from ayoungage,and I just
haven’t looked back,” says Minogue, who reflects
on herlife and career like never before in the new
three-part Netflix docuseries Kylie. “There’s defi-
nitely been some moments where people were
blocking the road or I'd created a mess for myself,
but I've just kind of kept chipping away.”

The Melbourne-raised Minogue stepped into
the spotlightin 1986 when she was cast as girl next
door Charlene Mitchell on the soap opera Neigh-
bours, a long-running series that was a cultural
phenomenon Down Under and in the UK. In 1987
she released a bubblegum take on the 1962 Little
Evaclassic “The Loco-Motion,” which wasa major
global hit, and her debut album, Kylie, became the
U.K'’s bestselling LP of 1988. Despite her early
accomplishments, Minogue was often a target of
critics who branded her glossy tunes ordinary. “I
had musical success straightaway. But the flip side
of thatis I didn’t know what I was doing,” she says.
“I was out there for the wolves.”

She leaned on her sister Dannii Minogue, 54,
who has also forged a successtul career in enter-
tainment, and her Neighbours costar and sometime
duet partner Jason Donovan, with whom she

Her Darkest Days

Minogue says in the doc that she was “so scared”
of what was ahead for her after her cancer diagnosis.
“We didn’t know if she was ever going to be well again,”
adds her sister Dannii. “Music kept us going.” Minogue
was eventually declared cancer-free after treatment.
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The first two episodes of Kylie focus on Minogue’s early romances with

singer and actor Jason Donovan (left, with her on Neighbours ca. 1986)

and Michael Hutchence (right,in 1990). Donovan says he believed he’d
marry Minogue, and she calls Hutchence her first real “heartbreak.”

‘I love
music. |
love acting.
[ love
performing.
[ thinkit’s
what I'm
supposed
to do’

enjoyed a “secret” romance—until 1989, when she
met INXS rocker Michael Hutchence. Pop’s good
girl and rock’s bad boy were amatch made in oppo-
sites-attract heaven. Their two-year relationship
spiced up her sugar-sweet reputation, and Minogue
credits Hutchence—who died by suicide in 1997—
with encouraging herto take creativerisks, as heard
on albums like 1994°s Kylie Minogue and 1997’s
Impossible Princess. “In our |documentary| inter-
views, that was the first real emotional point,” says
Minogue, who had later relationships with French
actor Olivier Martinez and British actor Joshua
Sasse. “I was justsad because he’s nolonger with us,
so that adds awhole other dimension on top of my
memories and the purity of my feelings.”

Unexpected collaborations with Nick Cave and
Coldplay solidified her standing as a deliciously
unpredictable pop princess, and she’s continued
to surprise: Her 2023 song “Padam Padam”™ went
viral on TikTok, becoming her biggest U.S. hit in
20 years and earning her a Grammy.

Minogue admits that in signing on to do Kylie,
she knew there’'d be “tough parts” to revisit, like
her 2005 breast cancer diagnosis (she underwent
alumpectomyand had chemotherapytreatments
and was declared cancer-free ayearlater). Butshe
credits director Michael Harte with helping her
“make sense of everything,” and she knows the
best may still be yet to come. Minogue says she’s
“keen” to get back into the studio—a dead give-
away that her career really has come full circle. “I
can’t tell you how lonely I felt so manytimesin the
studio, into the ’90s, where it’s all the pressure of
‘We’ve rented the studio, you've got to get the
vocals today.” I'm uncertain, I'm insecure,” she
recalls. “So I think of where I am now, where I'd
runto the studio, and just thinking about that real-
lymakes merealize I've come along way.” @
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['he widower at the

center of a sensational
orandparents rights trial,

Scott Naso spent two
years lighting his in-laws
over his daughter.

|'he case, he says, is about #
more than one family @
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Family Feud

Reconciling with late
wife Sherry’s parents
(inset, in courtin 2025)
would require them to
“take accountability,”
says Naso (with daughter
Laila at their Rhode
Island home in May).

On arecent afternoon in a bed-
room decorated with pink teddy
bears and florals, Scott Naso’s
4-year-old Laila 1s jumping across
a gilant piano keyboard. It’s “Daddy
and Laila time” in their Ports-
mouth, R.I., home: precious hours
between preschool and bedtime
when she shows off her dancing
or plays in the park. “She’s what
keeps me going,” says Naso, a
4(0-year-old narcotics detective.
“Her spirit is fuel for this battle.”

For the past two years Naso has
mourned the loss of his wite, Sherry,
from metastatic breast cancer at
the age of 37. He’s also been fighting
to keep his in-laws, whom he has
come to suspect contributed to
her death and committed medical
abuse against Laila, away from their
granddaughter. In April, aftera
six-month trial that cost Naso more
than $500,000 and exposed dueling
allegations of family dysfunction
and negligence, ajudge denied his
in-laws’ petition to see Laila.

But Naso says his fight isn’t over.
He’s vowing to take on “grandpar-
ents’ rights” laws like the one in his
state—even as experts are skeptical
that high courts are ready to make
new precedent (see sidebar on
page 54). “I'min search of some-
thing simple: justice,” he says.

“In my opinion it’s three things:
truth, righteousness and, more
importantly, accountability.”

When Naso first laid eyes on his
future wite 10 yearsago ata
local pub, “I thought she was the
most beautiful woman,” he says.
The only child of wealthy Iranian
immigrants who were both
physicians, Shahrzad, or Sherry,
as she was known, “could light up
aroom.” Theyshared, Naso says, a
“fairy tale” until she was diagnosed
with breast cancer less than ayear
later. “I remember friends saying,
‘Are you sure you can handle
this?’ I said, ‘I love her.”

At first Sherry’s parents, Siavash
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Difficult Days

in the months before she died
in April 2024, Naso says.
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Wish Granted

Because of Sherry’s

Temporary Unity cancer medications,
Sherry’s mom and dad the couple (in
were by the couple’s 2023) turned to a
side at their wedding in surrogate paid for
2020, held in their by Sherry’s parents.

backyard. “It was during
COVID, anditwas

quiet and peaceful and reassured her the symptoms must be related to

perfect,” Naso says. ' N : Prozacwithdrawal and said she had lymphedema.

A Mother's Bond And Naso recalls her mom, a pathologist, writing:

Ghoreishi and Jila Khorsand, were valuable sup- “The day Laila “Your father and I will fix you.” Against ethical
port. “Being a caregiveris alot, and I had to work,” was bornwas the standards, Sherry’s dad, a pediatrician, prescribed
says Naso. When the couple wanted to start a fam- happiest of my her medications. While she did work with oncolo-

ily, her mom and dad paid for in vitro fertilization I,C'EZL:;;Z;: ::; gists, who failed to detect her cancer in a visit just

and a surrogate and helped as Naso and Sherry of Sherry’s life four months before she died, she relied heavily on
built their dream home. After Lailawas bornin  too,”saysNasoof  herparents too—to the extent, Naso thinks, that

July 2021, they were go-to babysitters. Naso says (;:f;:?nugg;;' her symptoms were “masked” or ignored.

they could border on overbearing, but “I chalked One day Naso came home and saw that Sherry’s
it up to Sherry being an only child.” Over time he face was drooping, and she could barely move one
came to feel that “they controlled almost every arm. “Itlooks like you had astroke,” he told her. Her
facet of Sherry’s life. She didn’t even know how to motherintervened, dismissive, he says: “Youre not
write a check.” As Laila grew, “they all but moved a doctor.” When Naso finally persuaded his wife to
in. Theywere interferingin our marriage, interject- get a second opinion in early 2024, they learned—
ing in our discipline with Laila,” Naso says. “It was too late—her cancer had returned. She had a brain
a toxic environment.” (Sherry’s parents declined tumor the size of a golf ball and died on April 24,
to comment to People, and their attorney referred 2024. Nasosays neither parentvisited the hospital
tothe judge’s final order finding that “it is in Laila’s or came to her funeral; they also gave up their med-
best [interest] tovisit with her grandparents,”’ even ical licenses. “But for Sherry’s parents’ advice,” he
though the decision is ultimately for Naso.) insists, “she would still be here.”

Worse for everyone, Sherrybegan experiencing OnthedaySherrydied, Naso says, he witnessed
stomach issues and respiratory symptoms in 2023. more disturbing behavior: As his house filled with
According to texts revealed in court, her parents mourners, Ghoreishi and Khorsand held Laila

down to administer the steroid prednisone. In
court, Ghoreishi later denied Laila was held but

What the Law Says

All states allow outside parties to seek visitation with a child over a parent’s
objection. Rules vary—and the U.S. Supreme Court hasn’t defined a concrete
standard—but a grandparent isn’t granted access “by simply showing it would

be good for the child,” says Yale Law School protessor Douglas NeJaime.

“They have to show something more, usually”’—such as alack of visitation
would harm the minor. Most disputes don’t end up in court and despite Naso’s
win, he says, “| have no expectation the floodgates to litigate this [ will | open.”

Naso (in March)
and father-mm
in-law Siavash
Ghoreishi'
(in October)
both grew/
emotionall
while testifying
aiainst' _T
each other.
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said the medicine was for croup, a respiratory
infection. Naso—who filed a state health depart-
ment complaint laying out his accusations—says
Laila wasn’t 1ll and that, as he dug deeper, he
allegedly learned she was prescribed 36 medica-
tions under her grandfather. Their unusual med-
ical care i1s a source of continued dispute: Sher-
ry’s parents deny wrongdoing and haven’t been
charged with a crime, and the judge challenged
Naso’s claims while noting he wouldn’t “delve”
into potential misconduct.

By summer 2024 Naso’s in-laws “were trying
to dictate where Laila was going to school, what
she wore, what she ate,” he says. And theyweren’t
seeing her as often as theywanted. That July they
successfully sought court-ordered visits and, Naso
says, “began this campaign to take Laila away.”
(Indeed, afamilyfriend secretly taped him.) Their
mutual animosity was deep-seated: Sherry’s mom
attacked Naso as “egocentric” and “soulless,” and
in court the in-laws relied on another recording of
him screaming and cursing at Sherryabout them—
an outburst he calls “a cry of frustration.”

Naso defied the first court’s visitation order,
which led to his being dragged into court and
ultimately put him in contempt. He remains
resolute: “I did what was in Laila’s best inter-
est.” Finally, in April, the second judge ruled
in his favor, noting he was a fit parent acting
reasonably. “They thought theywere going to

Together Time

“Structure helped
us get through
this trauma,” Naso
says. “We have
agood bedtime
routine: dinner,
bath, story time and
right to bed.”

Grave Concern

Naso says he still
isn’t ready to bring
his daughter to the

cemetery where her
momi is buried:
“l don’t know how to
explain this place.”

FELIX GILL

use money, influence and power to defeat me,” he
says. “Iwasn’t going to give up.”

The trial is behind him, pending appeals, “but | don’t
think this is a victory,” Naso says. His daughter is
without her mom; his extended family is frac-
tured. At times, he says, Laila will pull a step-
stool from the bathroom into the hallway where
Sherry’s wedding photo hangs and “talk to the
picture. She says, ‘My mommy’s in my heart.””
In their backyard sits an unfinished three-story
playhouse he and Sherry hoped to build. Drained
financially after using his savings and online fund-
raising efforts, Naso can’t even afford a headstone
for hiswife’s grave. “This battle has cost me a
tremendous amount,” he says. Nonetheless,
he feels it must continue and plans to try
to challenge the constitutionality of Rhode
Island’s law. “Fit parents have a right to raise
their child without the government interfer-
ing,” he says. “I'm hopetul this will be a land-
mark case throughout the country.” @
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JOSE ANDRES
Patatas Bravas

‘This is the perfect dish to get your evening
started, says the celebrity chef, who
features the classic Spanish snack
in his new cookbook Spain My Way.
‘The potatoes are so golden-brown and
crispy with a soft, creamy inside. | love to
serve them with both a spicy-sweet brava
sauce and creamy, garlicky aioli. It’s a
masterpiece of a tapa

3 garlic cloves, minced, divided
1 largeeqqg
1% tsp.freshlemonjuice Sﬁrom 1lemon)
% tsp.plus apinch of kosher salt, divided
2Ys cups plus 2 Tbsp. extra-virgin olive
oil, divided
2V cups sunflower oil, divided
T 514.5-02.) can diced tomatoes,
rained
1 tsp.tomato paste
1 tsp.granulated sugar

56 June1,202¢ People

Y8 tsp.cayenne pepper
1% tsp.sherry vinegar
1 tsp.pimentén,divided
1 lIb.russet potatoes, peeled and
cut into 1-in. cubes (3 cups)

Flaky sea salt

1. To prepare aioli, place 2 minced garlic
cloves, 1eqgg, 1/2 teaspoons lemon juice and
a pinch of koshersaltin a tall jar. Press the
head of animmersion blender to the
bottom of the jar; turn on high and process
15 seconds. Add ¥s cup olive oiland V5 cup
sunflower oil. Process on high until
emulsified and thick, 15 seconds more.

2. To prepare the brava sauce, process
tomatoes with an immersion blender until
smooth, about 30 seconds. Heat

2 tablespoons olive oil in a medium
saucepan over low. Add 1 garlic clove; cook,
stirring often, until golden, about

2 minutes. Stir in tomato paste, sugar, and
cayenne pepper; cook until lightly
caramelized, about 2 minutes more. Add
vinegar; cook, stirring constantly, scraping
up any browned bits from bottom of pan.

For more celebrity recipes, visit PEOPLE.COM/FOOD

Don’t skip the
double-fry. The

first cook

softens the

inside of the
potatoes, while

the second

flash-fry on
high heat

creates the
crisp, golden-
brown exterior.

t'i'- -
-I '

4

Increase heat to medium low; pour in

V4 teaspoon pimentdn, /2 teaspoon salt

and blended tomatoes. Cook, stirring
occasionally, until reduced by one-third and
a deep red color, 20 to 25 minutes.

3. Heat 2 cups sunflower oil and 2 cups
olive oilin alarge, deep saucepan over
medium to 275°. Working in batches and
adjusting heat as needed to maintain 275°,
add potatoes, and slowly fry until soft but
still pale in color, 8 to 10 minutes. ( The oil
should barely bubble.) Transfer potatoes to
a paper-towel-lined plate, and let drain.

4. When all potatoes are cooked through,
heat oil to 350° over medium high.
Working in batches and adjusting heat as
needed to maintain 350°, add potatoes
back to saucepan; fry until crisp and brown,
6 to 8 minutes. Transferto a paper-towel-
lined plate; season with kosher salt.

5. Toserve, top fried potatoes with brava
sauce, and add spoonfuls of aioli. Sprinkle
with V2 teaspoon pimentdn, and season
with flaky sea salt.

Serves: 4 Active time: 1 hour, 10 minutes
Total time: 1 hour, 10 minutes

Photographs by VICTOR PROTASIO
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ALANA KYSAR

RWatermeIon
Poke

‘The watermelon resembles

oil while developing a firm,
almost meaty texture’

Banh Mi Hot Dogs

smoky grilled franks with the fresh
crunchiness of a Vietnamese banh mi

ahi [ tuna] so closely that you'l
do a double take, Kysar says
about her vegetarian spin on the
traditional Hawaiian seafood
dish from her cookbook Aloha
Veggies. ‘It acts like a sponge,
soaking up the beautiful umami
from the soy sauce and sesame

What happens when you combine MAPP E

sandwich? Flavor magic. Nestled into Scan here to get the
toasty buns and loaded with quick- exclusive recipe for
pickled veggies, spicy sriracha-mayo Banh Mi Hot Dogs in time
and bright herbs, the dogs will disappear for your next cookout—
as quickly as you can make them. only on the app!

Tbsp. toasted sesame ol
Tbsp. soy sauce (shoyu)
Tbsp. rice vinegar
tsp. extra-virgin olive oil
tsp. honey
tsp. fresh lemon juice
(from1lemon)
Ya tsp.crushedred pepperor
gochugaru (Korean chile flakes)
2 |bs.seedless watermelon, rind
removed, cut into 1-in. cubes
1 Tbsp. neutral cooking oil
(such as canola oil or avocado oil)
1 Persian cucumber,sliced
% cup chopped sweet onion
1
1
1

S NN aNN

avocado, chopped
small scallion, thinly sliced
Tbsp. crushed toasted
macadamia nuts
Ya tsp.Hawaiian salt (‘alaea)
orflaky seasalt
Steamed whiterice, for serving

1. Whisk together sesame oil, soy sauce,
vinegar, olive oil, honey, lemon juice and
gochugaruin a large bowl. Add

watermelon, and gently toss to coat evenly.

Cover bowl, and refrigerate for 12 hours.

2. Heat neutral oil in a large skillet over
medium high until shiny. Using a slotted
spoon, transfer watermelon to skillet,
shaking oft as much marinade as possible
back into bowl. (Don’t discard marinade;
transfer to an airtight container, and reserve
in refrigerator.) Cook watermelon, turning
occasionally, until it has dried out abitand is
a little caramelized around the edges, about
8 minutes. Transter watermelon to a new
bowl; let cool until room temperature. Add
cucumber and sweet onion to watermelon;
cover, and chill in refrigerator for 2 hours.

3. Oncewatermelon is cold, remove
watermelon mixture and reserved
marinade from refrigerator. Gently toss
avocado in reserved marinade, and let
stand for 5 minutes. Using a slotted spoon,
transter avocado to bowl with watermelon
mixture. Add scallion, macadamia nuts
and Hawaiian salt; gently toss to combine.
Serve over warm steamed white rice, if
desired, with marinade on the side for
drizzling on top.

Serves: 2

Active time: 25 minutes

Total time: 14 hours, 50 minutes
(including 12 hours of chilling)

By CHIARA KIM and SONAL DUTT
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A Glamorous
YOUR FIVE-
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SKIN FROM
HEAD TO TOE

Fake a fresh-from-vacation tan with these
expert-approved products.

"\\ BODY
\\ BLUR’
\ BODY MAKE UP
~ 1
Kelsea Ballerini Chrissy Teigen e Renate Reinsve
I This transfer-resistant This gradual-tanning L " 1 Thislight-reflecting body
{ N body makeup pro Kelsey mousse pro Isabel Alysa = makeup Emily Cheng
ol Deenihan applied A used makes skin radiant in mae /B appliedis like an
" comes in 12 shades. E as little as two hours. L | ' Instagram filter, bottled.
Tinge the Tinge Tint i e Dolce Glow Lusso Vita Liberata Body
in Tan Warm, $49; o Self-Tanning Mousse, $49; Blurin Light, $39;
tingebeauty.com — dolceglow.com | amazon.com

An SPF for
On the Go

We won’t be dining alfresco without this
new zinc oxide-powered sunscreen stick in
tow. At less than an ounce, it’s as portable
as they get, and it doesn’t disrupt makeup,
making application a breeze.

Bubble Skincare Sun Rise Mineral
Sunscreen Stick SPF 40, $15;

hellobubble.com

.




A Perfect
PEDICURE

Want to DIY a salon-worthy
pedi? Apply Onyx Protessional’s
treatment, which uses gentle acids to remove
dead skin, followed by iconic sandal brand
. Birkenstock’s debut polish, which stays pristine
on feet for up to two weeks.

2§ QUICKPEELING
.S~ ¥ FOOT MASK

—
. .
_': L -
= = o
- N -

pedi pieasé

..IH
1.

- Onyx Professional Pedi Please Quick

Peeling Foot Mask, $11; ulta.com
Birkenstock Care Essentials Plant-Based

s Nail Polish, $12; birkenstock.com

]
u
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Incredible SCENT

AR
It you’re looking for a spike in cool-girl 158

vibes, one spritz of legendary fragrance §i%
creator Francis Kurkdjian’s sweet, sensual (i1

Fa

Dior scent—layered with notes of apricot, &
jasmine and rose and inspired by the &

house’s muse, Rihanna—does the trick. g
Dior J’adore Intense, $153 for 1.7 oz;

dior.com

(BALLERINI) BRIANNA BRYSON/WIREIMAGE; (REINSVE) JEFF KRAVITZ/FILMMAGIC;
(RIHANNA) DAVE BENETT/GETTY IMAGES; (TEIGEN) AXELLE/BAUER-GRIFFIN/FILMMAGIC

By JACKIE FIELDS

No routine will
be complete
without these
solutions for
bumps, cuts
and more.

Decrease
Breakouts

There’s a reason the
staringredient,
hypochlorous acid, is
a beauty buzzword:
It helps reduce
ache-causing
bacteria.
Skincare Junkie
Barrier Boost Face &
Body Mist, $32;

skincarejunkie.com

Prevent Nicks

Thanks to this

translucent formula,
which comes in three
fragrancesincluding
juicy peach, you can
shave smarter.
Native Super Silky
Shave Oil, $10;

nativecos.com

End Dryness

Keep flaky skin at
bay with this
innovative gel-oil
hybrid from Avon’s
beloved OG body-
care collection
(which launched
in 1961!).
Avon Skin So Soft
Original Gelled
Body Oil, $17;

avon.com June 3

People June1,2026 59



------

Flashback
to 1974! -

L II{‘
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CICELY TYSON RECEIVES HER OVERDUE FLOWERS
FOR SOUNDER AND JANE PITTMAN

From People’s June 3, 1974, issue: Cicely Tyson’s long string of roles have
always been meticulously chosen. The first Off-Broadway was The Blacks,
the production she terms “the beginning of serious Black theater in this
country.” She left the show to do other plays but kept returning. (“Everybody
did,” she notes. “It was home.”) Tyson, 49, found box office meaning in her
movie career with Sounder, for which she earned an Oscar nod as Rebecca,

the wite of a southern sharecropper. “I just waited for two months while they
tested everybody else they could find; I never felt for one moment that the part
wasn’t mine,” she says. The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman, a two-hour
TV depiction of the story of an ex-slave, was the challenge of any actress’s
career. When she got the role, Tyson recalls, she was “paralyzed for four days
thinking about the enormity of the part and its demands.” She tackled it in

her habitual way: “I learn the role and become the woman.”

b

IN THE NEWS: 1974 ‘1 have
Election O]f'de]f'ed
Valéry Giscard d’Est:ai'ng, 48, 2] Whole
became the new president
of France with 50.7 percent of wdar d]f‘Obe Of
the vote. sexy shoes
— and stockings.
Chicago Bearslinebacker Dic >
Butkus, 31, announced his retire- It S marvelous
ment from the NFL because of a to see Slender
i qering riaht knee iniury. :
ingering right knee injury 1egS agall’l, and
Party o o
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer united I S en'] (.)ylng
50 starsincluding Elizabeth ShOWlIl
Taylor, Gene Kelly and Fred 2
Astaire to premiere the film them O
That’s Entertainment! ~PEGGY LEE
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Theodore Roosevelt’s daughter Alice joined
Jackie Kennedy Onassis’s table as the former
First Lady made her second visit to the capital

..... ‘,{H
"
‘\.
» S o N R .

.‘-l"'
#

N THIS ISSUE
Zero Mostel

1-""‘. ‘ ‘-
'-“'F "I ' Y N .
¥ '_: :';- ..

% Marion Javits

Y LI

At '
Peggy Lee

..-.."F - r
AL
S

-
't 1/

. R
i

Hefner, Abzug,
Halg and Biatty

Redd Foxx

Pam and Bob
Sakowitz

[

_
B e ¥
- = .

I N

-A" -
kg g

Josiah Bunting

g
. . ?
i . -

. % Cicely Tyson

_Sheloves the adulation
and requests for autographs
“because it means ’vedone
something thatmakes "',
someone happy,” Tysonsaid. +

Very Important Women

since her husband John F. Kennedy’s death.

Pageant
Queen

Miss lllinois,
Karen
Morrison,
won the
national title

of Miss USA.
“Thisis the

American
girl’s dream
come true,”

the 19-year-
old said.
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Second lL.ook

FIND THE 10 DIFFERENCES IN THESE TWO PICTURES

Harrison Ford poured one out at the launch event for his new EHERatiUNs

Glenmorangie whiskey at the Sunset Tower Hotel in Hollywood

on May 12. The Shrinking star paid tribute to his limited-edition

liquor’s Scottish roots by attending the bash in a kilt. POP CULTURE
“| think you could say that a nice glass of Scotch would help TRIVIA FOR THE AGES:
you unwind at the end of the day,” Ford told People. ROMANCE

(SECOND LOOK) STEFANIE KEENAN/GETTY IMAGES(2); (GENERATIONS) FROM TOP: SILVER SCREEN COLLECTION/GETTY IMAGES;

EVAN AGOSTINI/GETTY IMAGES; RON GALELLA COLLECTION/GETTY IMAGES; DAVID FISHER/SHUTTERSTOCK

EDITION

Boomer

1. Which
Welsh
hunk did
Elizabeth

Taylor
marry
twice?

=

| \’
| t ‘

r ::1 K . 4
. b : _‘r |
a8 e

2. Which alt-rock singer

dated both Courteney Cox
and Jennifer Aniston?

3. Which

American
Pie star
did Katie
Holmes
date for five
years?

4. Camila
Cabello
shared

agolden
retriever
with which

singing ex?
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Puzzler

ACROSS

1 JoannaGaines’s

Fixer Upper cohost
and husband

5 “Youl Listen up!”
8 Courtroom pledge

12 Coolness factor,

on TikTok
13 “Honest” Prez
14 “Not quilty,” e.q.
15 20 Across’s

“trashy” nickname
in A Minecraft

Movie (3 wds.)
18 “__ofthe Tiger”

19 Spoken exams

20 Aguaman star
(2 wds.)

25 Rickman who played

Severus Snape
26 Tombstone inits.
27 Unhappy
30 Orange traffic pylon
31 SNL network
32 Couch

20 Across

-42

45

33 Tapped beer barrel
34 Miss Piggy’s “Me?!”
35 “Happy” mollusk
36 2004 series for

20 Across, named
for a popular Oahu
coastal area (2 wds.)

39 Stayed hometor
dinner (2 wds.)

42 Stir-fry liquid

43 HBO series on which
20 Across played

Khal Drogo (3 wds.)
49 DaneorBana
50 Debtor’s note
51 Smallbay
52 ___Night

(Tina Fey movie)

53 Place with trainers
and treadmills

54 Paddedbody part
for a volleyball player

DOWN

1 Grumpy___

(whiskered meme)

43 44
49 50
52 53

2 “What?”
Fuming teeling

4 Where“Callme
Ishmael” appears
in Moby-Dick
(2 wds.)

— pants
(baggy trousers)

)

Ul

Goout, as atide
Nay’s opposite
Verdi or Bizet work

___mater

O 0O O

10 Blue-green color

11 Prolific film

composer
Zimmer

16 Novelist Rand
17 Gwyneth Paltrow’s

wellness brand

20 Blackin A Minecraft

Movie
21 Soothing balm
22 Performed

atune

23 Once around
Mars, say

24 Open___night
27 Skywalker’s pal
28 Alongwayaway
29 Helen Mirren title

31 Neitherhere___
there

32 JunkTVor

cheesy novels

34 “The kissing

disease,” for short

36 Femalerelative

37 Lackluster
(hyph.)

38 lan McKellen title

39 Gotolder

40 Lipinskior Reid

41 Giveoff

44 _ Newtons

45 Woody, Buzz
or Slinky Dog

46 Prefix with fat

or fiction

47 Actress Alice____
48 Apple TV series

for a sightless

20 Across

Scan here to play
a free People
Puzzler every day,
how in the app!

_ANSWERS TO LAST
_WEEK'S PUZZLER
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PATRICK MERRELL
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| love an early morning.
My partner [actor Tuc
Watkins | and | wake up
around 6 a.m. because the
kids leave for school around
7:30. We have 13-year-old
| twins [Curtis and
Catchen|, and

they’re about
to finish the

seventh grade.

Tuc and
| make our
Nespresso and sit
in bed together.
That’s an important check-
in time for us. We each

do Wordle. We have very

different tactics. Tuc tries to
get it on the first go, which
he’s done several times, but
that to me seems like a trick.
| use the same startingword
every morning— “crave.”

I’m usually wearing ﬁ
a sweatshirt _

and shorts.
| have a sweatshirt from
Jimmy Fallon that’s the
swag you get when you

| have alot of hair, but it’s
fine. This doesn’t weigh
itdown. |t givesita
little bounce. And | use
Cetaphil Moisturizing
Cream on my skin.
It’s very basic but the
best for my skin.
That’s my classic.

Moisturising

cream
= | i, EaiFeae
fpt-ae ‘e U] hours & he

Ty by e Fral ldiin
Ui

| make the kids play DJ

on the drive to school.
Catchen was listening to
Sabrina Carpenter, who
| love, but some lyrics are a
little rough for a 13-year-old!
Curtis was listening to
Sombr. He’s great. In
school they just read
The Qutsiders, so re-
cently | was like, “We're
going to listen
to the musical!”
They're like the
shoemaker’s
children who go
barefoot—they
don’tlove a musi-
cal. But I'm like, “That’s my
jam. That'swhy we're here!”

And they liked it.

ANDREW
RANNELL

THE TV STAR AND
BROADWAY VETERAN SHARES
HIS WAKE-UP ROUTINE

Prozac?” We're also working
with a trainer. Archie needs
a lot of stimulation.

situation. We're
a Cheerios house.

do the talk show. It’s ! We have a year- \1, -
the softest sweatshirt. old border collie As I’ve gottenolder
| wearitalot. I'm sure named Archie. | learned it’s worth
my kids are horritied. But Archie has been a little \ waking up earlier to make
problematic. Part of the some time for yourself.
I’m not a breakfasteater.  morningroutine is “Who’s And for Tuc and me, the
But the kids will do a cereal going to give Archie his & day goes better if we

Stage A Screen

Rannells, who originated
the role of Elder Kevin Price
in The Book of Mormon, stars

———
= =

5 in the new
3

&

+
4

.

Y“’ 4
| 16

You, Love You (premiering
May 29) with Allison Janney.

“Allison comes from a theater
background as well, so
we memorized the entire
script like a play.”

have time in the morning
to be connected.

mm@
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| journal every day.

It's something I've done
since college. It centers me.
| always buy Moleskine
journals. But my handwriting
is terrible, so if anyone
tried to read them,
there’s not a chance.

Wake up to the news
you need with
Good Morning, People
in the app!

HBO film Miss

| shower in the morning
and like a shampoo called
Modern Mammals.

By EILEEN FINAN



one last thing

John

Krasinski

THE ACTOR, 46,
RETURNS FOR AMAZON
PRIME’S NEW MO MIEE
TOM CLANCHS S ayui
RYAN: GHOST WAR

Last moment of nostalgia

’'m from just outside Boston, so
anytime I’'m on an Atlantic Ocean
beach, it’s a nostalgia bomb. In your
head you're still 3 years old, and in
your body you're definitely not.

Last perfect day off

Last weekend Emily [ Blunt, his wite
and The Devil Wears Prada 2 star]
had come home oft her press tour,
and we got one day with the girls,
literally just went out, took a long
hike with the dogs. It was perfect.

Last thing | took from aset

The Dunder Mittlin sign [from
The Office]. At the wrap party

| saw [ showrunner| Greg Daniels
looking very torlorn, and | said,

“What’s wrong?” And he said,

“The only thing | wanted was the
sign. Do you know who took it?”

And | went, “Nope.”

Last moment of bliss

When | got home from the last
night of this one-person show | did
in New York. To sitthere with

Emily and have my favorite actor of
all time tell me how special the
performance was to her was a mo-
ment | will never torget. True story.

Last obsession
The F1documentary on Netflix.
It was shot so well that you're

like, “l could do that.” Which

is exactly what all those drivers
want to hear—that Jim from

The Office thinks he can doiit.
Reporting by JULIE JORDAN
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DOG OF THE WEEK

PRESENTED BY

Nalo.

SCANTO
SUBMIT
YOUR DOG

Enter Your
Pup into Our

£ Download on the i GET IT ON i
' App Store] ' Google Play

| ‘* NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to legal residents
s of the 50 U.S. and D.C,, 18+. Contest begins 5/18/26
Presented by t at 12:01 a.m. ET and ends 7/17/26 at 11:59 p.m.
oo, thO A .\ ET. Entry Period ends 6/5/26. Subiject to Official Rules
| and voting terms. Void where prohibited. Sponsor:
g{) — . | Dotdash Meredith Inc. operating as People Inc.
o |

Mg SUBMIT HERE | _ )
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Switch off internal

UV hair damage,
switch on 10x
more shine **

. 4 Dove Dove
_ e, UVrepair
X 210w =d

Lef’s Change beau*Y B DAM; ';ET:E;;:- o e
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DOV( 10-in-1 RADICAL RECDvEé ’5\

[2 FL 0Z (355mL) 12 FL OZ (355mL)
*with repeated use
**instrumental results, difference in shine of Dove system,
compared to non-conditioning shampoo, vs. untreated hair —
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